
Temps plummet to
lowest in three years

The half-degree reading
on the thermometer early
Tuesday was the coldest
temperature measured in
Crittenden County since the
minus 1.3 degrees recorded
by the Kentucky Mesonet
weather station on Jan. 6,
2014. That low could be
challenged later this week,
as lows are forecast to re-
main in the single digits
through Saturday.

At press time Tuesday, air
temperatures had not been
above freezing since early
morning Saturday.

Missing woman, 21,
located in nearby jail

A 21-year-old woman
missing from Marion for
seven months has been

found. She’s
in the Chris-
tian County
Jail facing
drug charges.

Megan M.
Thompson
had been
missing since

May, and investigators say
the trail had grown cold
pretty quickly. Her family had
reported her missing and po-
lice spent several weeks fol-
lowing up leads to no avail.
Investigators originally be-
lieved that she may have
gone to Louisville where she
was supposed to have met a
man from Trigg County.

Police suspect Thompson
may have disappeared to
avoid prosecution on
charges she faced in Hop-
kinsville, which included two
felonies for manufacturing
methamphetamine and traf-
ficking in meth. Thompson
was free on bond when she
disappeared. Police said
Thompson was wearing a
court-ordered ankle monitor
as part of her bond agree-
ment, but allegedly removed
it before disappearing. 

Frazer files paperwork
for county attorney

Bart Frazer, a longtime
Marion attorney and fixture
in the Republican Party, has

filed for county
attorney,
meaning Crit-
tenden
County Attor-
ney Rebecca
Johnson, a
Democrat,
could face

Frazer in the general elec-
tion for a third time.

Frazer and Johnson first
faced one another in the No-
vember 2006 election follow-
ing Republican Alan Stout’s
decision to not seek re-elec-
tion after five terms as
county attorney. They
squared off again in the
2010 general election, with
Frazer closing the gap from
732 to 461 votes.

Johnson and all current
countywide office holders
have already filed to seek re-
election. The filing deadline
for seeking public office in
partisan elections is Jan. 30.
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Federal tax reform could
leave more money in the
pockets of some Crittenden
Countians.

The Kentucky Public
Service Commission (PSC)
has ordered utilities like
Kentucky Utilities Co. (KU)
and Atmos Energy Corp. to
track their savings under
lower corporate tax rates
that took effect Monday. The
tax reform paves the way for

those savings to be passed
on to customers in the form
of lower electric, gas or water
rates. It could mean a sav-
ings of up to 7 percent for
some customers.

In two orders issued last
Wednesday, the PSC noted
that investor-owned utilities
recover their federal tax ex-
penses from ratepayers.
Under the federal tax law en-
acted in December, the cor-
porate income tax rate will

decline from 35 percent to 21
percent in 2018 substan-
tially reducing the tax bur-
den on for-profit,
investor-owned utilities.

“Since ratepayers are re-
quired to pay through their
rates the tax expenses of a
utility, any reduction in tax
rates must be timely passed
through to ratepayers,” the
PSC said in the orders.

The orders direct the af-
fected for-profit utilities to

begin tracking their savings
from the immediate reduc-
tion in the corporate tax rate.
The PSC also ordered the
utilities to calculate the ex-
cess amount of future tax li-
abilities that they are
carrying on their books and
that will need to be refunded
to ratepayers.

One of the two orders is in
response to a complaint filed
by the Kentucky Industrial
Utility Customers (KIUC), an

organization that mostly rep-
resents large electric cus-
tomers in rate cases and
other matters before the
PSC. On Dec. 21, KIUC filed
a complaint arguing that the
rates of four utilities would
no longer be “fair, just and
reasonable,” as required by
law, once the federal tax cut
takes effect.

The PSC order directs the

KU, Atmos users may save with fed tax reform

PHOTOS BY DARYL K. TABOR, THE PRESS

Marion firefighters respond in near-zero temperatures to a fire reported at the former skating rink behind Dar-
ben Plaza as smoke bilows from an attic vent. The cause of the fire is believed to be electrical, and it started
in the attic. Firefighters were able to suppress the fire before it spread to other areas of the building.

See UTILITIES/Page 3
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Thefts were on the rise in
Marion during the last
month of 2017, but Marion
Police Chief Ray O’Neal sus-
pects they may start going
down now that a little more
light is being cast on town.

Bulbs to more than 30
street lights were replaced in
December. The chief said he
did an audit of the city lamps
while working the overnight

shift last month. 
“There were some trouble

spots where we were having
a lot of theft,” O’Neal said.
“We got on those areas first.”

The City of Marion pays
Kentucky Utilities Co. a flat
rate for its city street lights,
so having them burning just
makes more sense, the chief
said, and it reduces crime.

“Light deters criminals,”
O’Neal said. “During Decem-

ber, we opened 30
criminal cases. That’s
either a record for one
month or pretty
close.” (See police ac-
tivity report on Page
10).

Many of the cases
were thefts and bur-
glaries. 

Over the holidays,
Marion Police Department
charged Jimmy Dale Rose,

29, of Marion with a
number of crimes, in-
cluding two counts of
burglary and posses-
sion of burglary tools.
He allegedly broke
into two homes on the
north side of Marion.
At one, the owner re-
turned home and al-
legedly saw the

intruder inside the house.
The suspect fled, but police

believe it was Rose. 
He was arrested on Dec.

27 and remains lodged in the
Crittenden County Detention
Center.

While the police chief says
the repaired street lights will
help, he urges residents to
keep outdoor lights on and to
lock vehicles, outbuildings
and homes.

“We all just need to be a
little more vigilant,” he said.

City shedding light on burglaries

O’Neal

STAFF REPORT

On the coldest night of winter,
local firemen spent several hours
attending to a blaze at the former
skating rink behind Darben Plaza.

The first call came shortly after
dark Monday night. The building’s
owner, Tommy Wright, reported
the fire. Marion Fire Department
and some firemen from the Crit-
tenden County Volunteer Fire De-
partment responded.

It was apparently an electrical
fire that started in the attic, Wright
said.

Fireman Brian Kirby said fires
can spread quickly when they get
in and under insulation. This one
was snuffed out rather quickly,
though, thanks to the early notice
and fast response by the firefight-
ing crews.

Wright said he’d gone to the
building about dark to check on it
because of the cold weather. Tem-
peratures fell to just above zero in
Marion Monday evening, the most
frigid reading of the winter to that
point.

The old skating rink building is

nearly 10,000 square feet. It’s
shared by Wright’s home and com-
mercial insulating business and
Askew, a supplier for Siemens. 

Wright was on the scene Tues-
day morning and found a few more
hot spots, which required the fire
department’s attention once again.

“I can’t say enough for these
(firemen),” Wright said. “It was bit-
terly cold and they were out here
working as hard as they could go.”

Extent of the damage was not
immediately known, but most of it
was confined to the attic area.

Firemen save former skating rink
on coldest night of winter thus far

Frozen fire2 0 1 7

A look
back at
last year
STAFF REPORT

The county’s second special
election in as many years was
judged by the staff of The Critten-
den Press to be the top local news
story of 2017.

In September, Crittenden
County Board of Education paid
for a special election to decide the
fate of a proposed tax increase to
fund new school construction.
The levy was soundly defeated in
countywide polling, unlike the
2016 city alcohol referendum that
narrowly failed.

The board’s decision to ask for
a 6-cent tax increase was

prompted
by a 2016
fac i l i t i e s
plan that
r e c o m -
m e n d e d
building a
new high

school, moving middle-schoolers
to the current high school and
razing what administrators and
board members called an anti-
quated 68-year-old middle school.
The overall project was estimated
at $8 million.

But county property owners
cried foul against a nine-month
effort to rally support for the pro-
posal. Many vocal landowners
spoke out against placing the bur-
den for a new school on only those
who held property, despite state
laws that allow school districts
few options for financing facilities
improvements. 

Voters spoke even louder in the
Sept. 12 election, defeating the
measure 1,485-649. The board
accepted the defeat and pledged
to address any shortcomings at
the middle school as they arise.

The story inked more headlines

By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

Crittenden Health Sys-
tems CEO Terry Nichols says
changes made at the hospi-
tal since Rural Community
Hospitals of America (RCHA)
took over management in the
fall have stopped the finan-
cial hemorrhaging at the fa-
cility.

“When we came in, Crit-

tenden Health Systems was
bleeding $100,000 per
month,” he told Crittenden
County magistrates at the
December fiscal court meet-
ing. “You don’t survive very
long when you’re paying out
$100,000 more than you
bring in.”

Nichols said the health
care facility is not in danger
of closing, an effort to ad-

dress persistent rumors that
the hospital was on its last
leg. In fact, CHS is in the
process of expanding its
services to bring in more rev-
enue to help the bottom line.
Already added late last year
was a walk-in clinic, but on
the horizon are bringing
back swing beds, adding car-
diac rehabilitation, increas-
ing the number of specialists

and better utilizing the radi-
ology department.

“You can’t cut your way to
prosperity,” he said. “You
have to add services.”

When RCHA took over
CHS in early October, the
hospital had $545,000 in the
bank, according to Nichols.
At the Dec. 21 fiscal court
meeting, he said that num-
ber is now up to $1 million.

“Your hospital is not clos-
ing,” Nichols emphasized. “It
could have in due time, but
it wouldn’t have been in the
next year or two.”

The cache of money was
achieved, in part, through
cutting staff and improving
woeful billing procedures.

“We weren’t doing good

Financial bleeding slowed at hospital

See HOSPITAL/Page 4
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FROM WIRE AND STAFF REPORTS

State workers across Ken-
tucky cost taxpayers more
than $100,000 by falsely
claiming paid time off for elec-
tion purposes, said Kentucky
Auditor Mike Harmon.

A recent audit found as
many as 1,329 public employ-
ees – including three in Crit-
tenden County, according to
County Clerk Carolyn Byford
– took four hours of paid elec-
tion leave during the 2015
general and 2016 primary
elections, but were not enti-
tled to it.

"Our report and the result-
ing findings regarding use of
election leave should be trou-
bling not only to taxpayers,
but to those who have fought
for the right to allow all of us
the freedom to choose our
leaders," Harmon said.

According to the 16-page
report, 1,176 state employees
took the leave during one or
both election days, but didn't
vote. There were 98 instances
where a worker was already
on extended leave, but still
claimed the four hours of pay.

Another six workers

claimed election leave on more
than one day, per election.
Three claimed more than the
four hours allowed. Three in-
dividuals that claimed to also
work at their normal state em-
ployment on the same day the
election officer leave and vot-
ing leave was claimed.

Auditors also looked at
state workers who serve as
precinct officers who claimed
voting leave. A total 57 in-
stances related to 36 individ-
uals were found. These
instances related to 206 hours
of election officer leave, and
228 hours of voting leave.

No instances were found
where the combined hours
claimed for voting and work-
ing polls during the election
exceeded the individual's total
hours of work for the day.

Harmon said the findings
are being provided to the Per-
sonnel Cabinet to instruct
state agencies on the appro-
priate follow-up actions to
take.

Byford said the three local
workers who took paid leave
but cannot prove they voted
had to pay back that time.

"The preliminary informa-
tion summarized in our report
will be forwarded to the Exec-
utive Branch Ethics Commis-
sion and to the Personnel
Cabinet for further investiga-
tion and possible disciplinary
action," Harmon said.

Personnel Secretary
Thomas Stephens said his of-
fice is reviewing recommenda-
tions and will respond by early
February.

Harmon's report also un-
covered discrepancies with
Kentucky's Voter Registration
System. It identified numer-
ous instances in which the
voting registration and history
records in the registration sys-
tem were not accurate or pro-
duced inaccurate reporting.

Mary Sue Helm, who was
interim executive director of
the State Board of Elections
under that state's chief elec-
tion officer, Alison Lundergan
Grimes, said the board is
working to remedy the prob-
lems and review recommen-
dations.

(Editor’s note: The Critten-
den Press contributed to the
Kentucky Today report.)

State workers cost Kentucky taxpayers
$100,000 in false election leave claims

STAFF REPORT

Anyone who has ever
landed their dream job knows
how Brandie Ledford feels.

Ledford began her role as
the new director of Crittenden
County Public Library
(CCPL) this week. It’s
actually her third week
on the job, but she did-
n’t assume the title of
director until Monday,
the day after the outgo-
ing director’s resigna-
tion became effective.

The new director is
no stranger to the posi-
tion. She served nine years as
a library director in Iowa before
moving here with her husband
Adam and son Charlie, 9, in
December 2016. Despite her
experience and satisfaction in
returning to library services,
Ledford knows following
Regina Merrick as CCPL direc-
tor after 13 years will be no
small task.

“Everybody keeps telling me
I have some pretty big shoes to
fill,” she said.

But the board of trustees is
confident they made the right
hire from the four outside can-
didates who applied for the po-
sition. 

“We are so fortunate to have
someone from right here in our

own community so qualified,”
said CCPL Board of Trustees
President Daryl Tabor. “Fol-
lowing Regina will be tough,
but Brandie is more than ca-
pable of continuing to move

the library in the right
direction.”

No one on staff at the
library sought the post.

Ledford, 42, was
raised in southern Illi-
nois. She holds a bach-
elor’s degree in history
from Eastern Illinois
University and master’s
degree in adult educa-

tion from Western Washington
University. Just prior to being
hired as the new library direc-
tor, she served as the 21st
Century Community Learning
Center site coordinator for Liv-
ingston Central High School. 

She was director at Carroll
(Iowa) Public Library for three
years prior to her move to Mar-
ion and Sac City (Iowa) Public
Library from 2008 to 2014. In
the 10 years prior to her start
in public libraries, she worked
in the legal field – both crimi-
nal and civil – as a clerk, legal
assistant and legal secretary.

In Crittenden County, as di-
rector Ledford will be working
with a $250,000 budget.
That’s neither the biggest nor

smallest she’s worked with as
director. In Sac City, her
budget was $98,000; in Car-
roll, it was $493,000.

Ledford is no stranger to
the local library. She has been
a patron there since moving to
the community and has been
involved with the Friends of
the Library organization.

“It was pretty amazing that
this came open,” she said of
the opportunity. “I would like
to continue the excellent pro-
grams and services, and I’m
excited to see what I can add.”

But don’t expect any drastic
changes overnight. Ledford is
big into keeping up with the
benefits of advancing technolo-
gies, but having previously
served as library director in
small communities, she un-
derstands there’s a balance
between incorporating the
technology of tomorrow’s li-
braries with the tradition of
print materials.

“Only 6 percent of readers
are e-book-only readers,” she
said. “I think books will always
be the main business of li-
braries.”

She believes technology
should complement print ma-
terials, not overtake them. 

Ledford also has an eye on
new trends in libraries, like

supplementing tried and true
services with non-traditional
circulation items such as mu-
sical instruments, crafting
kits, board games and even
cookware and tools.

It’s her own love of books
and knowledge that motivated
Ledford to seek a career in li-
brary services. She’s had a
lifelong love affair with read-
ing, calling herself a book-
worm since she was a child.

“I was the kid to check out
way too many books for a two-
week period,” she said. “I have
an insatiable desire to learn
things.”

And if she’s not learning
herself, she enjoys just as
much helping others discover
answers and new things.

Ledford encourages others
to disconnect from technology
and pick up a book or maga-
zine to forget about things for
a while. And she points to a
relatively new phenomenon,
something just as daunting as
illiteracy, as the biggest hurdle
for libraries today – aliteracy,
or simply having no interest in
reading.

“I just can’t imagine people
choosing not to read,” she
pondered. “If I can encourage
people of all ages to read,
that’s my life’s mission.”
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2018 legislature
now in session
The 2018 regular session of

the Kentucky General Assem-
bly gaveled into session Tues-
day. The 60-day session will
take up the bienneal budget
and pension reform, among
other pressing matters. There
are several ways to keep up
with what’s going on in
Frankfort and share your
thoughts with lawmakers.

Legislative Message Line
(800) 372-7181

Rep. Lynn Bechler (R)
702 Capital Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564.8100, ext. 665,
Lynn.Bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Sen. Dorsey Ridley (D)
702 Capital Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564.8100, ext. 655
Dorsey.Ridley@lrc.ky.gov

General Assembly website
LRC.ky.gov

The stunning revelations
of sexual abuse by famous
and powerful men against
women have swept
across this country. 

Even in this age
of sexual promiscu-
ity, the stories are
exceptionally lurid
and depressing.
They cause various
concerns, all of
which are worthy of
deep thought.

First, as a lawyer
and judge, I am un-
easy about the
prospects that in
copycat style, repu-
tations of innocent
men may be be-
smirched or even
ruined by false alle-
gations. It seems that the
news media cares nothing for
the presumption of inno-
cence in its rush to judg-
ment.

But by far the most unset-
tling aspect of it all is the sad
realization that most, if not
all, of these claims are true. 

What is finally coming to

the surface in this country is
a national cancer which has
been eating away at our in-

nards for years
without notice. The
decline of man-
hood. Real man-
hood. Men not of
muscular good
looks or clever pick-
up lines. But men
of character. Sev-
eral years ago, Kate
Bolick addressed
the deficiency of the
contemporary male
character in her
November 2011 ar-
ticle “All the Single
Ladies” in the At-
lantic magazine.

Bolick states
“American women

as a whole have never been
confronted with such a radi-
cally shrinking pool of mar-
riageable men.” She boldly
concludes that choice is far
too often between “playboys
and deadbeats.” 

What is the chief cause of
this devastating social mal-
ady? One of the major cul-

prits is the absence of fathers
in the home. Young boys
learn how to be men from
their own fathers. 

I was raised by a strong
father whom I feared
throughout my childhood
and loved profoundly when I
was grown. He was a man’s
man. And, I grew up in close
proximity to the men he
worked with. They were of
the same ilk. I saw on a daily
basis the deep respect and
gentle manners with which
my father treated my
mother, his mother, his sis-
ter, my sisters…all women of
course. Too many young
boys today are growing up in
homes without men, or
worse, in homes with bad
men. Men who have so little
self-confidence in their own
manhood that they have to
cover it up by physical abuse
against their physically
weaker girlfriend, wife, or
even children. These so-
called men, with the bluster
and masculine bravado of
their false gods, are cowards.
Verbal and unacceptable

language toward a woman is
a form of assault, sometimes
more devastating than physi-
cal abuse. 

So, we can begin with that
one realization as we try to
correct our course. We need
to put good fathers back in
the home. But, I carry this
deeply depressing dread that
it might be irreversible. I
think of the melancholy re-
flection of Ezra Pound: “they
will come no more; the old
men with beautiful man-
ners.”

All of these appalling sex-
ual transgressions by men in
positions of power and au-
thority are done in a current
social climate of moral
coarseness, open vulgarity,
and shameless sexual exhi-
bitionism. There is a prurient
pestilence infesting our
country. And such a condi-
tion has historically been the
death rattle of ancient civi-
lizations.

For the last several
decades, television and
movie moguls and directors
have poured out onto the

American landscape pro-
grams, movies and sitcoms
with explicit sexual content.
There has been a rapid strip-
ping down of moral discern-
ment and good taste in
exhibiting more and more
provocative sexually explicit
movies and programs. Sex-
ual acts are now common-
place on primetime TV. My
own generation of baby
boomers has produced a per-
missive pop culture where
tolerance has become the
only virtue and intolerance
the only vice. 

Much of the sexual mis-
conduct making the head-
lines is committed by the
powerful moguls and actors
who have been spewing im-
morality upon our country
for years through the power-
ful means of movies and tele-
vision – and have become
filthy rich in the process. 

Madison Avenue has
learned that “sex sells” by
saturating the advertising
market with provocative sex-
ual pictures, scenes and in-
nuendoes. With 24-hour

television and commercials
raining down upon the
American consciousness
constantly, the young are
raised on one clear message
of sexual permissiveness and
entitlement. The message to
our young: if you’re not
“sexy,” you’re nobody. If
you’re not having sex, you’re
nobody. Heaven help our
young find their moral com-
pass through this tsunami of
indecent salesmanship. 

Part of the symbol of the
ancient Masonic fraternity is
the compass. It serves as a
reminder to all men of Ma-
sonry to “circumscribe our
passions and keep them
within due bounds.” It is an
admonition that we as a na-
tion would do well to follow.

(Bill Cunningham is a jus-
tice on the Kentucky Supreme
Court representing Crittenden
County and a former judge
and practicing attorney in
western Kentucky. He is a
resident of Lyon County and
author of several books. His
column appears in this news-
paper periodically.)

Where is the moral compass?

STAFF REPORT

An audit of Crittenden
County Clerk Carolyn By-
ford’s 2016 financial state-
ment showed no instances of
noncompliance. The survey of
her fee account from calendar
year 2016 was conducted by
Kentucky State Auditor Mike
Harmon’s office. The auditor
also noted no matters involv-
ing internal control over finan-
cial reporting and its
operation that were consid-
ered to be material weak-
nesses.

Byford’s office recorded
$1.92 million in total receipts
for 2016, including $1.75 mil-
lion in motor vehicle and other
licenses and taxes.

State law requires the au-
ditor to conduct annual au-
dits of clerks and sheriffs. A
clerk’s responsibilities include
collecting certain taxes, issu-
ing licenses, maintaining
county records and providing
other services. The office is
funded through statutory fees
collected in conjunction with
such duties.

Justice Bill
CUNNINGHAM
Kentucky Supreme Court

Benchmarks

Audit clean for clerk’s
fee account for 2016

STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County Public
Library Board of Trustees last
week set its regular monthly
meeting schedule and officers
for 2018. 

Rosanne Chandler, in-
stalled in November as the
newest trustee, will take the
office of treasurer from
George Sutton, whose term
expired late last year. All other
officers remain unchanged:
Daryl Tabor, president;
Brenda Underdown, vice
president; and Dulcie Hardin,
secretary. Carol Harrison

rounds out the five-member
board.

Trustees typically meet the
fourth Thursday of each
month, but because of
Thanksgiving, the November
meeting will be moved up a
week. All meetings begin at 5
p.m. in the library's meeting
room and are open to the
public.

The 2018 regular meeting
schedule is as follows: Jan.
25, Feb. 22, March 22, April
26, May 24, June 28, July 26,
Aug. 23, Sept. 27, Oct. 25,
Nov. 15 and Dec. 27.

Library board sets 2018
officers, meeting schedule

New library director takes over

Ledford
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Crittenden County Eco-
nomic Development Corp.
(CCEDC) last month selected
its representatives to a re-
gional economic recruiting
group being developed.

Tim Capps, CCEDC vice
chairman and Par 4 Plastics
representative on the local
board; Chris Cook, CCEDC
treasurer and Farmers Bank
& Trust Co.’s representation
on the board; Marion City Ad-
ministrator Adam Ledford;

Crittenden County Judge-Ex-
ecutive Perry Newcom; and
Siemens representative
D'Anna Sallin were chosen at
a December CCEDC meeting
to represent the group in the
three-county economic devel-
opment partnership with Lyon
and Caldwell counties. The
five were selected based on the
financial contributions to
CCEDC from the entities they
represent.

In August, CCEDC voted to
become a part of the coopera-

tive effort, pledging to con-
tribute $42,000 to the re-
gional concept. The
cash-strapped local group,
which has been without an
executive director for some
time, would benefit by sharing
a full-time recruiter with the
other two counties as well as
other services.

The question remains,
however, as to where CCEDC
will get the money to make
quarterly payments of
$10,500 to remain a part of

the group. That money would
be in addition to CCEDC's
current annual operating ex-
penses of about $35,000.

"We will be managing our
budget tightly, saving money
in every way we can and seek-
ing additional investor," said
Cook.

In Fiscal Year 2017,
CCEDC took in $56,500 in in-
vestor revenue, including
$20,000 in combined public
monies from the city and
county.

CCEDC appoints five to regional board
Police activity report
Arrests were up last month for Marion Police Department

compared to December 2016, with 41 more coming in the last
month of 2017 than the same period a year earlier. There were
also eight more criminal investigations, comparatively. Below
is an activity report for the city’s police department, reflecting
information from December 2017 compared with figures from
the previous November. The following data are provided by
Police Chief Ray O’Neal.

DECEMBER DECEMBER
CATEGORY 2016 2017

Miles driven/patrolled ...............................1,783.................4,056
Criminal investigations...................................22.......................30
Domestics ............................................................15 .......................12
Felony Arrests.......................................................2 .......................17
Misdemeanor arrests.......................................12 .......................18
Non-criminal arrests ..........................................0.......................20
DUI arrests.............................................................1 .........................3
Criminal summons served ...............................3 .........................2
Traffic citations ..................................................14 .......................21
Traffic warnings.................................................10 .........................9
Other citations...................................................23.......................62
Parking tickets......................................................1 .........................0
Traffic accidents...................................................4 .........................6
Security checks/alarms...................................68.......................48
Calls for service...............................................225 ....................224
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four utilities – KU, which
serves Marion and portions of
rural Crittenden County;
Duke Energy Kentucky; Ken-
tucky Power Co.; and KU sis-
ter company Louisville Gas
and Electric Co. (LG&E) – to
respond within 10 days to the
KIUC complaint and to begin
tracking the tax savings. All
provide electric service, while
Duke Energy and LG&E also
provide natural gas service.

“While the exact amount of
the tax savings and resulting
rate reductions cannot be de-
termined with precision at
this time, each of the (compa-
nies) should use its best esti-
mate to determine the
amount to be recorded…sub-
ject to review and adjustment
as part of this case,” the PSC
said.

The second order directs
three other natural gas utili-
ties – Atmos, which serves
Marion, portions of rural Crit-
tenden County along U.S.
641; Delta Natural Gas Co.;
and Columbia Natural Gas of
Kentucky – and two water
utilities – Kentucky-American
Water Co. and Water Service
Corp. of Kentucky – to begin
recording their estimated tax
savings.

The second order also di-

rects those utilities to submit
within 30 days testimony on
the impact of the federal tax
cuts on their finances and to
propose new rates reflecting
the tax reductions.

The four utilities cited in
the KIUC complaint are not
being told to file such testi-
mony, since they must re-
spond to KIUC’s proposed
revenue and rate reductions.
KIUC estimated that the tax
cut would lead to rate reduc-

tions in the range of 4 percent
to 7 percent, depending on
the utility.

A procedural schedule in
each case will be set by the
PSC at a later date.

The PSC is an independent
agency attached for adminis-
trative purposes to the Energy
and Environment Cabinet. It
regulates more than 1,500
gas, water, sewer, electric and
telecommunication utilities
operating in Kentucky.

UTILITIES
Continued from Page 1
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This year will see a major
renovation and expansion
project at the University of
Kentucky Research and Edu-
cation Center in Princeton, al-
lowing for the construction of
a new Grain and Forage Cen-
ter of Excellence to serve
farmers across western Ken-
tucky.

While work is expected to
begin in March, UK is cur-
rently accepting bids and
hopes to attract area contrac-
tors to the project.

“We are hoping to receive
bids from local contractors
and subcontractors,” said Dr.
Chad Lee, director of the
Grain and Forage Center of
Excellence. “We really value
being a good neighbor in the
community and want to see
local contractors be a part of
this project.”

Lee said the university
posts all capitol construction
projects online at UKy.edu/
Purchasing/bidlist. Contrac-
tors can visit the site to view
all specifications for the proj-
ect and see what steps they
must take to submit bids.

Contractors had until

Wednesday to submit ques-
tions about the project, but
the deadline for sealed pro-
posals is not until Jan. 18.

“We would like to receive
bids from as many local peo-
ple as possible — general con-
tractors to cleanup crews,”
said Lee. “This project is
something that you can point
out to your children and
grandchildren 20 and 30
years down the road and tell
them you were a part of this
project.”

The Grain and Forage Cen-
ter of Excellence is going to ex-
pand the capabilities at the
Research and Education Cen-
ter, which was established in
Princeton in 1925 after inter-
ested citizens lobbied for an
agricultural substation in the
community.

The upcoming expansion,
which is expected to be com-
plete in 2019, will create more
laboratories, meeting space
and office space.

“And we expect to increase
our ability to house graduate
students and train under-
graduate students through
hands-on learning intern-
ships,” said Lee.

The new Grain and Forage
Center for Excellence will
allow the university to con-
duct research on intensive
agricultural production prac-
tices, to study water quality
issues and to help define the

environmental footprint of in-
tensive agriculture.

“This will ultimately benefit
Kentucky producers by pro-
viding new applications and
technologies resulting in in-
creased yields, reduced inputs

and higher economic returns,”
said Lee.

Through the construction
project, the existing facility
will be expanded by an addi-
tional 17,425 square feet, and
renovations to the existing fa-

cility will cover approximately
38,190 square feet.

“Renovations are needed to
tie the current facility into the
expansion and ensure that
the renovated and expanded
facility meets modern safety
and energy efficiency stan-
dards,” said Lee.

“This project includes up-
grades and replacement of
floor tiles, windows, ceiling
tiles and grid, entrances,
lighting, HVAC system, fume
hoods, fire alarm and roof to
the existing structure.”

When complete, the new
Grain Center of Excellence will
include a large multi-purpose
space, seed storage and han-
dling room, seed/plant drying
room, seed cold storage room,
grinding room, research labo-
ratories, general storage
rooms, updated offices for fac-
ulty, staff, and students, food
preparation rooms, confer-
ence room, smart classrooms,
office administration areas
and rest rooms.

A ground breaking cere-
mony is planned for March 15
at the UKREC and commu-
nity members are welcome to
attend.

STAFF REPORT

The Kentucky Department
of Agriculture (KDA) is seek-
ing concept proposals for
2018 Specialty Crop Block
Grant Program funding, Agri-
culture Commissioner Ryan
Quarles has announced.

“This funding is intended
for projects that make Ken-
tucky specialty crops more
competitive in both domestic
and foreign markets,” Com-
missioner Quarles said. “Spe-
cialty crops make up a
significant part of Kentucky’s
agricultural economy, and
there is plenty of room for
growth. We look forward to
another round of creative pro-
posals.”

Specialty crops are de-
fined as fruits and vegetables,
tree nuts, dried fruits, horticul-
tural products, nursery crops
(including floriculture) and
honey.

Applicants should de-
scribe how the project poten-
tially affects and produces
measurable outcomes for the
specialty crop industry and/or
the public. Single organiza-
tions, institutions, and individ-
uals are encouraged to
participate as project part-
ners. All projects are subject
to the availability of funds.

Preliminary proposals
must be submitted by email
to Josh Lindau at joshua.
lindau@ky.gov no later than

the close of business March
1. Qualifying applicants will
be notified and invited to
complete a full grant applica-
tion.

The KDA receives grant
funding from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA)
Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice (AMS). The KDA con-
ducts an annual competitive
application process to award
grant funds.

For more information
about the Specialty Crop
Block Grant Program, go to
kyagr.com/marketing/crop-
block-grant.html or contact
Lindau at (502) 782-4115 or
at the aforementioned email
address.

KDA funding boosts specialty crops
UK research center expansion will help local farmers

Local man arrested for fleeing state police
STAFF REPORT

Salem Springlake Health
& Rehabilitation Center has
been rated deficiency-free in
its most recent audit.

The transitional care cen-
ter in Salem received a clean
bill of health from the Ken-
tucky Department of Health
in its annual audit of skilled
nursing facilities. The defi-
ciency-free survey is the
highest rating awarded.

"It's important our commu-
nity knows our commitment
to provide a transitional care
atmosphere with quality care
and the outcomes of our re-
cent survey does just that,"
said Christine Higgs, director
of nursing at the center.

She attributed the superior

survey rating to continued
staff education and highly
motivated leadership.

"Our team's focus is to en-
sure that the patient and fam-
ily experience is satisfying
and that we provide a service
beyond just meeting needs,"
she added.

In addition to skilled nurs-
ing and rehabilitation serv-
ices, Salem Springlake also
offers long-term care, respite
care and hospice support. It
is operated by Columbus,
Ohio-based Atrium Centers
Inc. Atrium also operates Crit-
tenden County Health & Re-
habilitation Center in Marion,
and employs more than
4,000 people at its 41 nursing
centers in four states.

Salem Springlake audit good
STAFF REPORT

A Crittenden County man
was jailed last week after at-
tempting to outrun authori-
ties, according to a Kentucky
State Police report.

Travis R. Sosh, 35, of Mar-
ion was arrested Dec. 26 and
jailed in Caldwell County on
several charges, including
felony fleeing and possession
of methamphetamine. The ar-
rest stemmed from an at-
tempted traffic stop in
Princeton for a missing license
plate.

According to state police,
just after 9 a.m., Sgt. Craig
Engler observed a green Ford
Ranger operated by Sosh on
West Main Street in Princeton
with no registration plate.
When Engler attempted to
stop Sosh, he reportedly dis-

regarded the lights and siren
and accelerated northbound
on Ky. 91, attempting to flee.

The pursuit continued sev-
eral miles on the highway
until Sosh lost control of the
vehicle and crashed on Ky. 70
just outside of Fredonia. Ac-
cording to the state police of-
ficer's report, the man then
attempted to flee arrest on foot
but was eventually appre-
hended without incident.

Sosh is facing multiple
charges related to the at-
tempted escape, drug posses-
sion and traffic violations. He
is charged with first degree
fleeing or evading police in a
vehicle and first degree posses-
sion of a controlled substance
(methamphetamine, first of-
fense), both felonies. Sosh is
also facing charges of second

degree fleeing or evading police
on foot, driving on a DUI-sus-
pended license (first offense),
failure of owner to maintain re-
quired insurance (first offense),
no registration plates, speed-
ing 26 miles over the speed
limit and reckless driving.

Sgt. Engler was assisted on
scene by Kentucky State Po-
lice Sgt. Jon McGehee and
troopers Brian Graves and
Ben Sawyer and the Caldwell
County Sheriff’s Department. 

In October, Sosh pleaded
guilty in Crittenden Circuit
Court on two previous felonies
related to a June arrest on

DUI and drug charges after
being found asleep behind the
wheel of his vehicle at a Mar-
ion convenience store. He was
given a pre-trial diversion – a
voluntary program that when
completed could lead to a dis-
missal of charges – that sus-
pended a three-year sentence
on the charges for five years.
In court, he also pled guilty to
misdemeanor DUI and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia.

In May 2010, Sosh unsuc-
cessfully sought the District 5
magistrate seat on Crittenden
Fiscal Court in the Demo-
cratic primary.



than any other topic in 2017.
But perhaps the most surpris-
ing story of the year was the
unanticipated resignation of
Mickey Alexander as Marion’s
mayor.

Mayor Alexander resigns
On Feb. 20, Alexander

stunned council members and
city staff with
the announce-
ment of his re-
tirement from
public office ef-
fective at the
end of the
month. On
March 1,
Councilman
Jared Byford
was appointed Marion’s sec-
ond mayor in the last 29
years.

Sixty-seven at the time of
his resignation, Alexander had
spent almost half of his life in
city government, the previous
29 as mayor. From 1977 to his
appointment as mayor in
June 1988, he had also spent
eight years as a Marion City
Councilman. In 2014, Alexan-
der won his seventh mayoral
election.

Marion voters have not
voted a sitting mayor out of of-
fice in a half-century. Alexan-
der, who left to focus on his
work as an Edward Jones fi-
nancial advisor, became the
fifth consecutive mayor of the
city to walk away from the job,
dating back to Sam Lipsomb,
who resigned in August 1969.

Alexander would later be
named Crittenden County
Chamber of Commerce Person
of the Year.

Last year was filled with
several other changes in high-
profile positions.

Jenni Gilkey became prin-
cipal at Crittenden County El-
ementary School following
Melissa Tabor’s retirement
after 14 years at the helm of
the county’s largest school.

Crittenden County Public
Library Director Regina Mer-
rick resigned her position.
After 13 years of heading up
the library, Merrick wanted to
focus on her writing career
and called it quits Dec. 31.
Brandie Ledford, the wife of
Marion City Administrator
Adam Ledford, was named the
new director.

In January, longtime board
of education member Phyllis
Orr resigned her elected post
due to health reasons. The for-

mer elementary educator had
served on the board for 15
years. Ryan McDaniel was
named as her replacement.

Magistrate Underdown dies
Glenn Underdown, who

had been contemplating giving
up his seat on Crittenden Fis-
cal Court due to his deteriorat-
ing health, never got the
chance to step away. Under-
down, 74, died Sept. 20. He
had been a magistrate since

2002 and was
a former Mar-
ion City Coun-
cilman.

The lone
Repub l i c an
magistrate on
the six-mem-
ber fiscal
court, Under-
down was re-

membered for his unwavering
beliefs and dedication to what
he felt was in the best interest
of his fellow Crittenden Coun-
tians.

Gov. Matt Bevin filled the
vacancy in county government
by appointing Zach Blood-
worth, also a Republican.

Gridiron successes
While Al Starnes won’t re-

tire until the end of the cur-
rent school year, he coached
his last football game for the
Crittenden County Rockets on
Nov. 17 in a Class A quarterfi-
nal against Campbellsville. It
was an explosive year for the
Rockets, with a passing and
running attack that averaged
more than 40 points a game in
the regular season.

Starnes fin-
ished his ca-
reer in
C r i t t e n d e n
County with
175 wins, the
most in school
history. His
teams have
brought home
six of the
Rockets’ eight all-time district
championships. They have
also played in six regional
championship games under
the outgoing coach.

To honor their contribu-
tions to the community,
Starnes and his wife Angela,
who is also retiring from the
school system as athletics di-
rector and gym teacher, were
selected by the Chamber of
Commerce as grand marshals
of the Christmas parade.

Lady Rockets make history
Also in sports, the Lady

Rockets basketball team had a

season like no other.
The girls team, under

Coach Shannon Hodge, rode a
wave of excitement to the
quarterfinals of the Kentucky
All A Classic state tourna-
ment. The team became the
winningest girls’ squad in
school history with 25 victo-
ries.

The 2016-17 season
marked the furthest a local
girls’ team has gone in tourna-
ment play since Marion High
School made the Class A semi-
finals in 1928. It was the com-
munity’s first state
tournament success on the
hardwood since school consol-
idation in the late 1950s.

Business gains
In business, the commu-

nity regained a dentist after a
two-year void for the health
care service. Dr. Rebecca
Werner of Shelbyville, Ky.,
opened a once-a-week practice
on South Main Street in the
fall. 

Also, First United Bank
broke ground on its Marion
Branch in December. The full-
service bank on North Main
Street will be the fourth in
Marion and fifth for the Madis-
onville-based financial institu-
tion.

In health care, a shake-up
at Crittenden Health Systems
(CHS) and the announcement
of Baptist Health’s intention to
shed management of Critten-
den EMS made headlines.

New CHS management
In early October, Rural

Community Hospitals of
America took over day-to-day
management of CHS after ink-
ing an agreement with the
hospital’s board of directors.
The Kansas City, Mo.-based
group has begun to stabilize
the facility’s bottom line, ac-
cording to CEO Terry Nichols. 

The move was a bit of a
surprise despite rumors of the
hospital’s demise. After less
than a year, CEO Lea Ann
Klarner resigned her position
effective Oct. 2, clearing the
way for RCHA to take over
management.

Nichols has publicly and
repeatedly tried to dispells as-
sumptions that the hospital is
near closing. In fact, CHS
plans to add services to in-
crease revenue and has al-
ready opened a walk-in clinic.
(See related story on Page 1.)

EMS management in limbo
The county’s ambulance

service is also facing a change
in management. In December,

Baptist Health gave a 180-day
notice that it would be giving
up Crittenden EMS two years
after signing a deal with the
CHS board of directors and
the county. The health care
giant cited financial losses for
the reason.

Board Chairman Charlie
Hunt said the hospital does
not intend to retake manage-
ment of EMS, and that other
providers have been in discus-
sions about operating the am-
bulance service in Crittenden
County. 

The story is sure to make
headlines in 2018, as the end
of Baptist Health’s run as
management ends May 31.
Nichols, Hunt and Judge-Ex-
ecutive Perry Newcom have all
pledged that the county will
not be without a quality am-
bulance service.

Jail turns a profit
For the first time ever, Crit-

tenden County’s jail turned a
profit. In October, Crittenden
County Detention Center op-
erated $5,000 in the black. As
far as can be determined, for
as long as prisoners have been
housed in the county, the jail
had never generated more in-
come than expenses.

The jail’s revenue has been
increased with the addition of
beds and a steady effort to
keep them all filled with state
and federal prisoners, as well
as those from other counties,
all of which generate income
for the county. Since opening
in 2008, the now-172-bed fa-
cility has cost county govern-
ment and taxpayers as much
as $400,000 a year to stay
within its budget.

While a step in the right di-
rection, Jailer Robbie Kirk has
warned magistrates that this
will not be a regular occur-
rence. (See related story on
Page 12.)

Country Club Drive woes
The City of Marion has

grappled with its own financial
struggles, and that was spot-
lighted in 2017 when the city
council considered closing a
crumbling Country Club Drive
to through traffic ... in order to
keep it open. Discussions were
even had on returning the
half-mile street to gravel.

The road is falling apart
under the strain of heavy vehi-
cles that utilize Country Club
Drive along with Industrial
Drive as a cutoff between U.S.
641 and U.S. 60 West. The
road was never designed for
such heavy traffic and is
buckling under the weight.

This summer, the council
voted to close Country Club
Drive near the intersection
with Chapel Hill Road in order
to deter heavy traffic. This was
met with resistance from the
community at large, school
system and parents of stu-
dents at Crittenden County
Elementary School, which is
served by the city street. 

The council eventually re-
lented after closing the road
temporarily to make repairs.
Altogether, the city spent
about $100,000 in 2017 to
make major patches to the
roadway. But the road contin-
ues to deteriorate and pres-
ents the same problems in
2018.

The council has considered
weight restrictions, permitting
and other measures to deter
heavy trucks, but enforcing
new laws presents a hurdle. At
the close of 2017, the council
was considering placing an
axle limit in order to limit
heavy traffic.

U.S. 60 claims three lives
Staying on the pavement, it

was a tragic year on Critten-
den County highways, with
three fatalities recorded in
2017. In March, 21-year-old
Logan Bingham of Marion was
killed in a single-vehicle acci-
dent on U.S. 60 East. On Oct.
30, MaKaela Franklin, 27, of
Salem died from injuries sus-
tained in a head-on collision
on U.S. 60 West. Just 16 days
later, 21-month-old Liliana
McConnell was killed in a sin-
gle-vehicle crash on U.S. 60
East in the dangerous Rose-
bud Hill area of the highway.

Great American Eclipse
Finally, a once-in-a-lifetime

phenomenon with worldwide
implications came to Critten-
den County. On Aug. 21, a
rare total solar eclipse cast
darkness on a swath of the
country from Oregon to South
Carolina. Hopkinsville was the
epicenter of the event, with
two minutes, 40 seconds of
viewing, drawing tens of thou-
sands of people the world over
to western Kentucky.

Planning for local events
tied to the Great American
Eclipse began with a flurry two
years earlier in the hopes of at-
tracting thousands to Critten-
den County. Communitywide
planning sputtered along the
way, but the Chamber of
Commerce pulled through
with a small eclipse festival
that entertained a few visitors
to the county as well as local
stargazers.

with billing,” he said, illustrat-
ing the problem. “Health care
doesn’t stop until you get a
fair and accurate bill.
We were treating peo-
ple up to five years.”

Nichols said the
hospital is in good
shape, from staff to the
buildings themselves.
He said CHS employ-
ees had been working
under less than ideal
circumstances under
previous administrations.

“One of the first things we
did was come in and take care
of staff,” he said.

But there is still work to be
done.

“From a facility standpoint,
it’s (where it needs to be), but
we need to earn back the
trust of the community,”
Nichols said.

Later at the fiscal court
meeting, three names were

entered for consideration to
fill a vacancy on the CHS
board of directors. The board
offered the fiscal court the
name of Grant Rogers to re-
place outgoing director
Tammy Owen. William Mc-

Daniel submitted his
application directly to
the county and Don
Arflack, a Marion City
Councilman and for-
mer hospital employee,
entered his name at
the fiscal court meet-
ing.

Since the CHS
board has not consid-

ered the latter two names, all
three names will be sent back
to the full board for a recom-
mendation to the fiscal court.
Magistrates will appoint a
new director at their Jan. 18
meeting.

The hospital’s board of di-
rectors currently consists of
Chairman Charlie Hunt, Fred
Stubblefield, Don Metheny,
Nathan Boone and Valerie
Newcom.
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Livingston
teen dies in
Christmas
Eve wreck
STAFF REPORT

A Smithland teenager
died in a one-vehicle acci-
dent in southern Livingston

County on
Chr is tmas
Eve.

Acco rd -
ing to Liv-
i n g s t o n
C o u n t y
Sheriff's De-
p a r t m e n t ,
Aleascya L.
"Aly" Camp-

bell, 19, was westbound on
Ky. 866/Paradise Road in a
2009 Nissan Altima when
she reportedly lost control
of the vehicle and crossed
the eastbound lane of
travel. The vehicle left the
eastbound shoulder of the
roadway and struck a tree.  

The accident occurred
between Country Drive and
Newbern Road around
11:40 a.m.

Campbell, a 2017 gradu-
ate of Livingston Central
High School, was pro-
nounced deceased at the
scene by Livingston County
Coroner Jeff Armstrong. 

A juvenile passenger in
the vehicle was transported
to Baptist Hospital in Padu-
cah for treatment of her in-
juries.  

According to her obitu-
ary from Smith Funeral
Home in Smithland, Camp-
bell was a student at West
Kentucky Community and
Technical College in Padu-
cah and member of Calvary
Baptist Church in Grand
Rivers, where she was the
leader of the sign team and
nursery volunteer. She
played volleyball and bas-
ketball in high school.

Campbell is survived by
her parents and four sis-
ters.

The sheriff's office was
assisted at the scene by
Livingston County EMS,
Grand Lakes Volunteer Fire
Department, Livingston
County Emergency Man-
agement and Livingston
County Coroner's Office.  

Campbell



Let’s take a trip back in
history and visit with some
of our one-room schools.
The country schools  were
not only a place for learning
the three R’s, but a place for
social activities for the com-
munity to share in and
enjoy.  They were looked for-
ward to by everyone.
Our first stop is at Enon

School in February 1915.
These fun times of yester-
year are from the archives of
The Crittenden Press.  
Enon School closed Fri-

day Jan. 22, 1915 
Our district numbers only

36 pupils, Alva Carson and
Thomas Ford went every
day.  Pearl Snow and Bryan
Ford took the examination at
the close of the school and
made good grades.  During
the school the Improvement
League, assisted by the
teacher, purchased a new
organ and 18 new song
books.
Notwithstanding the bad

weather our parents went
and took dinner the last day,
and there was an abundance
of food for all.  After dinner
the pupils rendered a short
program consisting of songs,
recitations and dialogues.
Interesting talks were made
by some of the patrons after
which all joined in singing,
“God Be With You Till We
Meet Again,” and school was
dismissed.
Mrs. Alpha Kemp Todd

was our teacher and we wish
she would teach our school
again next term.  (written by
a pupil.)

•••
Feb. 4, 1915.  Belmont

School closed Friday in
spite of the inclement
weather.  
We had a number of visi-

tors with us.  Our recitations
were few in number, as we
had spent the time prepar-
ing for and taking the exam-
ination.
A number of contests

were held in reading, cipher-
ing and location of cities.
Eugene Bebout, of the third
grade, was first in his class
in geography work.  Lena
Ethridge, of the fifth grade,
won in rapid arithmetic
work.  Annie Bebout excelled
in drawing, Burnie Crider
read the highest number of
Library books during the
term and Nellie Brown was
second in number.  
A good time was enjoyed

by all who attended this spe-

cial day.
•••

Feb. 22, 1917 – Interest-
ing Day at Weston School
The school was the scene

of a home talent play and
other events to amuse the
large crowd in attendance.
Our school closed here last
Wednesday.  A big crowd
being present, they were
amused by the older pupils
of the school.  The morning
was spent talking and
laughing and at noon a nice
dinner was spread.
Then the play

entitled Mrs. Tubbs
of Shanty-town
was exhibited and
created much
laughter and
amusement.  Miss
Lillian Bennett as
Mrs. Tubbs, a very
poor widow.
Misses Mabel Ga-
hagen and Anges
Winders as Quee-
nie Sheba, and
Punky Dumps, her
daughters, Romie
Walker, Dick
Rankin, and Frank
Gahagen as Jim-
mie, Suffles
Methusalem, and Billy Blos-
som, her sons, Ruby Stur-
geon as Cling Vine a
romantic old maid, her lady
boarder, Miss Ruby Gaha-
gan as Ellen Hickey, a neigh-
bor friend, who knew one
thing and that was to keep
her mouth shut.  Miss Beu-
lah Walker, as Elmira, her
daughter, Miss Winnie
Walker, as Miss Maydell
Campbell, the school Miss of
Shanty-town, Charley
Hughes as Tom Riordan the
census taker and George
Thorn, as Simeon Rubbles, a
wealthy old widower who is
hunting a wife.
It was an enjoyable day

and the only cloud that
rested on us was parting
with our dear teacher.  Miss
Juliet Pope has taught us a
fine school, the best we have
had for many years.  All the
parents are pleased with
what the children have
learned and the children
loved their teacher.

•••
October 11, 1917 – Box

Supper at Post Oak. 
Quite a number of people

attended the box supper at
Post Oak Friday night, and it
proved to be one of the most
enjoyable and entertaining
affairs which have ever been

held at that place.  In addi-
tion to the folks of the imme-
diate neighborhood, a
number of people gathered
from other communities, in-
cluding several prominent
young ladies and gentlemen
from Marion.
The program was short

but interesting and the
crowd showed their approval
of the recitation by the en-
thusiastic manner in which
they cheered the reciters.
There were 14 boxes of

nice food which were
sold to the highest
bidders and a tidy
little sum of money
was realized which
all will go for the im-
provement of the
school.
As a fitting climax

to the entertain-
ment, a beautiful
and delicious cake
was brought forth
and a beauty contest
was held in order to
see which girl should
be declared the win-
ner of the cake.  The
young ladies who
participated in the
contest were as fol-

lows:  Miss Nancy Wynn of
Union County, Miss Annie
Boston of Marion and Miss
Anna Howerton, a well-
known young lady of her
neighborhood.  The affair at-
tracted a lot of attention
from the crowd, and it cer-
tainly proved to be an inter-
esting contest.  When time
was finally called and the
contest brought to a close it
was announced that Miss
Annie Boston was victorious
having won the contest by a
narrow margarine over her
nearest competitor, Miss
Anna Howerton.  Miss
Boston is a nice looking and
attractive young lady.

•••
Opossum Ridge Has Pic-

nic.  
On Friday Oct. 15, the

Opossum Ridge School
loaded into a new wagon and
took plenty of dinner and
started to the pinnacle for a
picnic.
We had two trusty mules

a competent driver and with
old glory floating over us, we
formed a jolly crowd.  Such
songs as “America,” “Star
Spangled Banner,” and
“Canning the Kaiser” were
sung, amid much laughing
and talking.
We reached our destina-

tion after a hard climb, we
found ourselves on top of the
pinnacle viewing old Critten-
den with a new interest.
After dinner several

games were played with
much pleasure and along
late in the evening we began
to grow tired and started for
home.  We reached home
late that night tired but
happy.

•••
October 18, 1917.  Cop-

peras Spring School. 
A very unique debate was

held at Copperas Springs
school house on Oct. 9.  The
subject being Resolved.
“That I’d Rather Have A
Clean Ill-Natured Woman
Than a Dirty Good-Natured
One.”  Rev. S. B. McNeely af-
firmed and Herman Boucher
denied.  The debate was an
entertaining one with both
sides giving good responses
to their subject. The object of
the debate was to get the
people of the surrounding
neighborhoods together in
order to organize a moon-
light school.  
The end justified the

means and the first session
of school will open to all who
wish to attend.  Let’s come
one and all and make this
school of mutual benefit.
(When the Moonlight
Schools first opened in
1911, it was to teach adults
that were unable to read or
write, they were taught at
night in the one-room
schools in which children
were taught by day. They
were called “moonlight
schools” because classes
were held on nights when
the moon cast enough light
for students to see the foot-
paths and wagon trails they
often followed for miles to
reach the school. Teachers
volunteered their time to
teach at these schools.)

•••
Feb. 15, 1917.  Interest-

ing Day At Sisco’s Chapel. 
School closed Feb. 9, and

a good program was given to
those present.  A large crowd
assembled at Sisco Chapel
School for the close of the
school year.  M. C. Smart,
teacher, had a very interest-
ing program arranged for the
occasion.
About 10 o’clock the con-

gregation was called to order
and the exercises began,
preceding the music which
was furnished by the follow-
ing; Jonas Rushing, violin,

John Jennings guitar,
George Patmore and Miss
Glenna Sisco organists.
Music recitation and

speeches entertained the
crowd until noon, when din-
ner was spread which had
been prepared by the good
people of Sisco Chapel.
Afternoon program con-

sisted of a play of 20 charac-
ters, entitled “The Last Day
in the School District.”  After
this talks were given by the
patrons and trustees, boast-
ing of their good school and
teacher. Three of Mr.
Smart’s pupils took the ex-
amination for County pro-
motion certificates.  All three
passed, being Miss Glenna

Sisco, Messrs, Wallace
Mayes and Grady Sisco.
These pupils deserve credit
for the good work they have
done during the year.
We therefore wish to say

that Mr. Smart has taught
us an excellent school and
we wish him and his good
wife much success wherever
they may go, and we can say
for Sisco’s Chapel that she is
coming to the front by the
work of the teachers, and in-
telligent working pupils.
These special days of the

one-room schools were en-
joyed by all and the memo-
ries would last a life time for
the teachers, students and
parents.
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School days created lasting memories
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Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

The Fredonia Valley Her-
itage Society will meet
Thursday (tonight) at 6 p.m.
at Fredonia American Legion
Post 103 at the Buddy
Rogers Park on Dorroh
Street in Fredonia.  
On the program will be

“Caldwell: Igniting Voices,” a
survey of future needs of
Caldwell County sponsored
by University of Kentucky.
One of the survey questions
pertains to our heritage to
determine what aspects of
life in our county you cher-
ish and feel should be pro-
tected or preserved for
future generations.  This
goes hand and hand with
our mission and goal of our
organization.  Anyone in the
community is invited to
come and take part.  Janie
Tomek will be the moderator
with assistance from Linda
Bennett.  Also on the agenda
will be refreshments and
business meeting.
The Fredonia Valley Her-

itage Society is for anyone
interested in learning more
about the heritage and his-
tory of the Fredonia Valley
and for those who want to
see the history of our com-
munity preserved for future
generations.  
The society is in the

process of compiling their
third publication.  This book
will feature veterans from
the Fredonia Valley. It

should be available for pur-
chase within a few weeks.
This book will be one you
will definitely want for your
library.    
The fourth reprint of the

society’s first publication,
“The History of the Fredonia
Valley”, is still available for
sale.  The beautifully bound
hardback book is 552 pages
and has 1,750 photographs,
over 200 family histories,
approximately 10,000
names, and includes histor-
ical accounts of the Fredonia
Valley from the 1780s until
the present.  It covers an
area within a six mile radius
around Fredonia, including
parts of Caldwell, Critten-
den, and Lyon Counties.
The cost is $50.
The society’s second pub-

lication entitled “In Pursuit
of Art – The Talent of John F.
Rice” is also still available for
sale.  It is a unique hard-
back book full of over 335
wonderful pieces of John
Rice’s art in full color with
historical descriptions.  His
artwork reflects his love for
the Fredonia Valley and its
people and also includes art
from his time in France and
other locations.   The cost is
$40.  
If you are interested in

purchasing a copy of either
book, you may contact Pam
Faughn at
pamfaughn@att.net.  

Fredonia Heritage Society
solicits survey information

Children at Weston School (top photo) and Copperas Springs
School always enjoyed end-of-year activities, which often in-
cluded a box supper and performances for their family and
friends.

Fewer unemployed since March 2001
STAFF REPORT
Kentucky’s November un-

employment rate was 4.7
percent, according to the
Kentucky Center for Educa-
tion and Workforce Statistics
(KCEWS). The seasonally ad-
justed preliminary rate for
November 2017 was down
from the revised 5.0 percent
reported for October 2017. 
The preliminary Novem-

ber 2017 jobless rate was
down 0.2 percentage points
from the 4.9 percent

recorded for the state in No-
vember 2016.
“November’s unemploy-

ment rate is the lowest
recorded since March 2001,”
said University of Kentucky’s
Center for Business and
Economic Research (CBER)
Director Chris Bollinger,
Ph.D. “The decrease in the
unemployment rate results
partially from more individ-
uals being employed this
month and reflects the im-
provements in Kentucky’s

job market. However, the es-
timates also suggest there
were fewer individuals in the
labor force in November.” 
The U.S. seasonally ad-

justed jobless rate for No-
vember 2017 was
unchanged from the 4.1 per-
cent reported for October
2017, according to the U.S.
Department of Labor.
Labor force statistics, in-

cluding the unemployment
rate, are based on estimates
from the Current Population

Survey of households. It is
designed to measure trends
in the number of people
working. It includes jobs in
agriculture and individuals
who are self-employed.
In November 2017, Ken-

tucky’s civilian labor force
was 2,061,760, a decrease of
273 individuals compared to
the previous month. The
number of people employed
was up by 5,447, while the
number unemployed de-
creased by 5,720.

HOMESTEAD 
AUCTION REALTY

308 N. MAIN ST., MARION, KY 42064 • (270) 965-9999
PRINCIPAL BROKER Darrin Tabor

(270) 704-0041
www.homesteadauctionrealty.com

HOME
3Bed 2Bath - 2852 US 60 E., $89,900
2Bed 1Bath - 224 Poplar St., $33,900
4Bed 2Bath - 146 Whippoorwill Dr., $85,900
3Bed 2Bath - 214 Hillcrest Dr   $109,900
2-3Bed 1-1/2Bath (156.48+- Acres Hunting & Fishing property) -
250 Barn Hill Rd., Madisonville, Ky. 42431, $435,900. 
3Bed 2Bath – 775 Chapel Hill Rd., $94,900
4Bed 2Bath – 2871 US 641     $179,900
3Bed 1-1/2 Bath - 301 W Bellville St  $99,500
3Bed 2Bath – 1721 US 641    $127,900
3Bed 2Bath – 103 Tanglewood Dr., REDUCED $189,900
Hobby Farm 10.63+-ac 3Bed 2 Bath – 5177 US 60 W., $79,900
3-5Bed 3Bath – 420 W Bellville., $69,900   
3Bed 2Bath – 1961 US 641, $179,900
3Bed 1Bath – 262 Country Dr., $49,900
3Bed 3Bath – 313 E Bellville St., $79,900
3Bed 1Bath – 303 W Elm St., $57,900

COMMERCIAL
Shopko - 314 Sturgis Rd., Marion, Ky., $900,000.

LOTS
110+- Ac – 9285 Us 60 W., Marion, Ky., $199,000
250+-Ac – 9285 Us 60 W., Marion, Ky., $499,000
1.2+-Ac – Grand View Estates On Ky 506, $10,000
70X20 City Lot – N Weldon St., $3,500
205+-Ac Hunting Property Near Ohio River, $389,900
650+-Ac In Crittenden County – 9285 Us 60 W., $1,300,000

FOR MORE DETAILS ON LISTINGS PLEASE VISIT
WWW.HOMESTEADAUCTIONREALTY.COM

10x30 STORAGE UNIT • $100 A MONTH

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SALE PENDING

SOLD
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First, there are those in the religious
realm who says man does not have a
soul.
Yet, Jesus asked, “What shall a man

give in exchange for his soul?
It could not be any more clear that

Jesus said we have a soul, and for it,
we are responsible.
How appropriate this question to

begin the New Year as many in our
county, who started 2017 with us, are
not here to begin this one.
God leaves each of us in this world to

help someone, and my sole effort since
1960 is to try to help others. The pri-
marily mission is to help them get to
Heaven.
We all are well aware of the truth of

the following: “It is appointed unto
men once to die, but after this the
judgment.”
When fallible people leave their one

and only soul’s eternal destination on
the teachings of another fallible
human being instead of truly turning
to Jesus for the new birth – then ask-
ing and receiving the infilling of God’s
Holy Spirit to live in them, who Jesus
says will teach us His Word and ways –
they will always end up short changed,
and usually to their own total loss.
The power of the Roman church’s

sinful hierarchy during the Dark Ages
was its chaining the Bible to its own
pulpit, telling the people they could not
understand it without their interpreta-
tion.
This persuasive claim has been car-

ried out beyond the Roman church by

others who fail to tell people that the
Holy Spirit and God’s plain word are to
always be our teachers.
Ministers and Bible teachers are to

always teach we are to
be born again by nam-
ing our sins to God,
asking for and believing
His forgiveness and let-
ting God change us. We
cannot change our-
selves. We must ask for
and receive His Holy
Spirit to live in us and
study God’s Word,
counting on the Holy
Spirit to teach us His
Word and ways.
They are to faithfully

remind us of God’s Words, not trying
to change them or putting their own
interpretations on them.
Jesus said He would send the Holy

Spirit after He returned to the Father,
and some of the things His Holy Spirit
would do for His followers are the fol-
lowing: Give us comfort, teach us all
things, bring all things to our remem-
brances, guide us into all truth, show
us things to come, glorify Jesus and
give us power to be witnesses unto
Himself.  Find those in John 14:26;
John 16:13 and Acts 1:8.
How very sad are all the differneces

and divisions among professed Chris-
tians around the world. Remember,
that same Jesus told His Father in His
High Priestly prayer John 17:11,12,
“Holy Father, keep through thine own

name those whom thou has given me,
that they may be one, as we are one.
While I was with them in the world, I
kept them in thy name.”
He was not only talking of His disci-

ples, “Neither pray for these alone, but
for them also which shall believe on me
through their word; that they all may
be one as thou, Father, art in me, and
I in thee, that they also may be one in
us; that the world may believe that
thou has sent me.”  John 17: 20,21. 
The pagan world looks on all the di-

visions named after men, acts, words
and sees why Paul cried out against
these sinful acts in 1st Cor. 3:1-9 ex-
plicitly saying division was sinful and
that we were God’s people and God’s
House, not to be named after any
other.
So many living life, which is short at

the longest, and sticking with tradi-
tion, or running after sinful pleasures,
health- and soul-killing actions or
money, whose actions Jesus’s words
cry out to: “For what is a man profited
if he shall gain the whole world, and
lose his own soul, or what shall a man
give in exchange for his soul?” Matt.
16:26.

•Editor's note: Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor
at Marion Church of God, shares her views
periodically in this newspaper. She can be
reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are
her own and are not necessarily those of
this newspaper.
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TEDRICK
Guest columnist

Religious and
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Exchanging what for your soul?

STATE POINT MEDIA
Ever wondered whether your insur-

ance policy was actually working for
you? You may be in luck, as your in-
surance plan may start to follow the
same trends being adopted in other in-
dustries: simpler, more convenient and
personalized products – all supported
by the latest mobile technology.
This year, Stephanie Shields, a

product marketing and development
expert from Aflac, (American Family
Life Assurance Company of Columbus
and American Family Life Assurance
Company) says that policyholders can
expect these “value-added services” to
become less of a nice-to-have and
more of a given:
• Telemedicine: Consulting with a

physician and getting treatment online
offers greater flexibility and may be-
come essential to busy people.
• Fraud protection: Identity theft is

likely top of mind for policyholders and
businesses. Expect to see better fraud
protection, including ongoing internet
monitoring and full identity restoration
after a data breach.
• Bill negotiation: The ever-chang-

ing health care system is often confus-
ing to navigate. Ongoing education, as
well as help understanding medical

bills, can ultimately mean greater ac-
cess to efficient, affordable care.
Insurance providers will likely shift

the customer experience to follow that
of retailers and other industries. In
2018, expect to see insurers such as
Aflac offer more cohesive insurance
policies that combine multiple benefit
types into one plan.
Beyond the Basics
You may find things that were once

luxuries, such as 401K matching,
Flexible Spending Accounts (FSA) and
even annual bonuses, are not as suc-
cessful in meeting the expectations of
today’s employees. As those expecta-
tions grow, successful businesses can
continue to close the gap with such
services as:
• Health advocacy: Access to round-

the-clock personal health advocates
who can answer health care and in-
surance-related questions.
• Financial and legal fitness: Access

to financial and legal advisors who can
educate consumers on the preparation
of wills and other legal documents.
• College-advisory services: These

might include resources to help lower
college costs and navigate the admis-
sions process.
• No more “one-size-fits-all”: Com-

munications from benefits providers
may be more tailored to individual
needs.
• Bite-sized communications: Con-

cise information about workplace ben-
efits, tips for using benefits to help
protect financial security and better
explanations of coverage combinations
that are appropriate at various life
stages.
• New format: While some benefits

information will still be delivered in the
typical booklet format, more busi-
nesses may consider using online arti-
cles, digital signs, brown-bag
luncheons and town halls.
• Frequent communications: Em-

ployers may communicate about ben-
efits throughout the year, or time
communications to coincide with life
events, such as employee anniver-
saries.

Time Spent Smarter
In 2018, employers who have not

yet adopted online platforms to man-
age benefits may do so. Advantages in-
clude year-round, convenient access
to pertinent information and one-page
views of all benefits options and selec-
tions, enabling you to identify any
holes you may have in coverage.

New benefits, insurance options in 2018
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Atwell
Katie L. Atwell, 72, of

Marion died Thursday, Dec.
21, 2017 at Baptist Health
Paducah.

Survivors include her
husband, Donald Atwell of
Marion; daughter, Kelly Croft
of Marion; sons, Ross and
Steve Atwell, both of Marion;
brothers, John Layne of Led-
better and Russell Layne of
Smithland; sisters, Elizabeth
Travelstead of Ledbetter,
Mary Bryer of Reed, Ky.;
June Swinford of Ledbetter
and Beverly Myrick of Led-
better; five grandchildren;
and four great-grandchil-
dren.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, Wilson
and Birdie Layne.

Services were Saturday,
Dec. 23 at Gilbert Funeral
Home in Marion. A private
graveside service was
planned for a later date.

Stone
Millard E. Stone, 84, of

Calvert City died Thursday,
Dec. 21, 2017 at Oakview
Nursing And Rehab in
Calvert City.

He was a member of the
First Presbyterian Church of
Calvert City.

Surviving are his wife,
Anna Stone of Calvert City; a
son, Loye (Jeanie) Stone of
Marion; a daughter, Rita
(Timothy) Binkley of Marion;
a sister, Oma Jewell Lock-
ridge of Katy, Texas; five
grandchildren; and seven
great-grandchildren.

Services were Sunday,
Dec. 24 at Gilbert Funeral
Home in Marion. Burial was
at Mapleview Cemetery in
Marion.

Broach
Martha Ann Broach, 52,

of Salem died Friday, Dec.
22, 2017 at Livingston Hos-
pital and Healthcare Serv-
ices in Salem.

Surviving are her son,
Brandon (Payton) Broach, of
Burna; sister, Lela Thomp-
son of Smithland; brother,
Thomas (Mary) Reynolds of
Smithland; mother, Daphne
McGregor Reynolds of
Burna; grandchildren, Brax-
ton and Eli Broach; nieces,
Rylan and Hallie Bryant;
and nephew Cheyanne
Allen.

She was preceded in
death by her brothers, Ross
A. Reynolds and Harry Lynn
Reynolds; and her father,
Ross Cleon Reynolds.

Services were Tuesday,
Dec. 26, 2017 at the chapel
of Boyd Funeral Directors
and Cremation Services with
Bro. Randy Beals officiating.
Burial was at Scott’s Chapel
Cemetery.

Swinford
Bonnie Mae Swinford, 73,

of Fredonia died Saturday,
Dec. 23, at Rivers Bend Re-
tirement Center in Kuttawa.  

She was a homemaker
and was of the Holiness
faith.

Survivors include her
husband, Thomas Franklin
Swinford of Kuttawa; two
brothers, Johnnie James of
Fredonia and Doug (Anita)
James of Princeton; and a
grandson, Bayler Thomas
Swinford of Smithland.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, John-
nie Glendle James and Eva
Rae Haney James; and a
son, Thomas Glenn Swin-
ford.

Services were Thursday,
Dec. 28 at Lakeland Funeral
Home and Cremation Serv-
ices in Eddyville with Bro.
Gene Rickard officiating.
Burial was at New Bethel
Cemetery in Lyon County.

Millikan
David Keith Millikan, 49,

of Marion died Saturday,
Dec. 23, 2017 at Deaconess
Hospital in Evansville, Ind.

Survivors include his chil-
dren, Seth, Teague and
Raylee Millikan all of Marion;
and a brother, Darron Mil-
likan of Marion.

He was preceded in death
by a son, Damon Millikan;
parents, Otis and Sue Mil-
likan; and a sister, Sandy
Williams.

Services were Thursday,
Dec. 28 at Gilbert Funeral
Home in Marion. Burial was
at Mapleview Cemetery. Me-
morials may be made to the
Parkinsons Association.

Reynolds
Daphne L. Reynolds, 78,

of Burna died Tuesday, Dec.
26, 2017 at Livingston Hos-
pital in Salem.  

She was a member of
Dyer Hill Baptist Church.
She enjoyed gardening, flow-
ers and birdwatching.  

Surviving are her daugh-
ter, Lela Thompson of Smith-
land; a son, Thomas (Mary)
Reynolds of Burna; sister,
Dorothy Louise English of
Paducah; seven grandchil-
dren; eight great-grandchil-
dren; and two
great-great-grandchildren;
and several nieces and
nephews.

She was preceded in
death by her husband, Ross
Cleon Reynolds; a daughter,
Martha Broach; sons, Ross
A. Reynolds and Harry Lynn
Reynolds; a brother, Thomas
B. McGregor; a sister,
Dorothy F. Bolte; and her
parents, Vernon McGregor
and Lela Louise Molott.

Services were Thursday,
Dec. 28, 2017 at the chapel
of Boyd Funeral Directors
and Cremation Services in
Salem with Bro. Randy Beals
officiating.  Burial was at
Scott’s Chapel Cemetery.

Hill
Robert E Hill, 78, of Mar-

ion died Monday, Dec. 25,
2017 at his home. 

He was a member and
elder at Piney Fork Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church.
He was a retired coal miner
and a member of the UMWA.

Survivors include his wife
of 59 years, Betty Hill of
Marion; children, Eric (Dina)
Hill of Marion, Christa
(Bruce) Gibson of Robards
and Joshua Hill of Marion;
grandchildren, Shane Hill,
Jacob Hill, Mason Gibson,
Lance Gibson, Ashton Hill,
Heath Hill, Kolby Gibson,
Brendan Hill and Keira Hill;
great-grandchildren, Sadie
and Liam Hill; sisters, Betty
Mayes Petty of Cunningham
and Jeannie (Dale) Cunning-
ham of Gosport, Ind. 

He was preceded in death
by his parents, Coy and
Mayme Hill; four brothers
and four sisters. 

Services were Friday, Dec.
29 at Piney Fork Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church in
Marion. Burial was at Piney
Fork Cemetery. Gilbert Fu-
neral Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Maclin
David N. Maclin, 61, for-

merly of Marion, died Sun-
day, Dec. 24, 2017 at
Paducah’s Lourdes Hospital.

He was a warehouse
manager with Southeast
Correctional Center, a mem-
ber of the Central Church of
Christ where he was a song
leader and was greatly in-
volved with the West Ken-
tucky Youth Camp in rural
Crittenden County.

Surviving are his wife of
37 years, Joan Heines
Maclin; two daughters, Tr-
isha (Derek) Vaughn of
Cleveland, Ohio and Nancy
(Tyler) Wunderlich of May-
field; two sisters, Helen
Maclin of Louisville and
Louise Williams of Kansas;
two brothers, Neiman Maclin

and Donald Maclin, both of
Louisville; and a grand-
daughter, Clara Rose
Vaughn.

He was preceded in death
by a daughter, Natalie
Maclin; and his parents,
Neiman Columbus Maclin
and Ann Brown Maclin.

Services were Wednesday,
Dec. 27 at Milner and Orr
Funeral Home in Paducah
with Tyler Wunderlich and
David Williams officiating.
Burial was at Mapleview
Cemetery in Marion.

Memorials may be made
to West Kentucky Youth
Camp, 301, Youth Camp
Road, Marion, KY 42064.

Guess
Dale Lee Guess, 68, of

Salem died Wednesday, Dec.
27, 2017 at Crittenden Hos-
pital in Marion.  

He was a retired carpen-
ter and home builder.  He at-
tended New Union (Ditney)
General Baptist Church. 

Surviving are his wife of
50 years, Gloria Tabor
Guess; sons, Chris (Rachel)
Guess of Salem and Stanley
(Misty) Guess of Elizabeth-
town, Ky.; sisters, Thelma
Kirk and Audrey Crawford of
Salem; brothers, Danny
Guess of Sturgis, Darrell
Guess of Salem and Glenn
Guess of Marion; four grand-
children, Zackary and Jacob
Guess, both of Elizabeth-
town and Devin and Kaylee
Guess of Salem; three great-
grandchildren, Joshua,
Adam and Addison Guess,
all of Elizabethtown; and
several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death
by sisters, Hazel Bass, Bar-
bara James and Nelda Sisco;
brothers, Linford and
Frankie Guess; and parents,
Gene and LaVerne Hardin
Guess.

Services were Friday, Dec.
29, 2017 at the chapel of
Boyd Funeral Directors and
Cremation Services in
Salem. Burial was at Love-
less Chapel Cemetery.

Riley
Reba Mae Riley, 85, of

Burna died Thursday, Dec.
28, 2017 at Crittenden Hos-
pital.  

She was a member of Old
Salem Baptist Church.

Survivors include her
children, Gail (Terry)
Williams of Marion, Ray-
mond (Louise) Riley of Led-
better, Gary (Dawn) Riley of
Manassas, Va., Monda (Paul)
Patton of Arkansas, Eddie
Riley of Burna, Phyllis (Jeff)
Matthews of Marion and
Karen Grimes of Burna; sis-
ters, Betty Hunter of Salem,
Phyllis Hodge of Marion and
Grace Nell Stone of Marion;
20 grandchildren, 38 great-
grandchildren; and 11 great-
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in
death by her husband, Ray-
mond Riley; sons, Dale and
Charley Riley; grandson, Ray
Matthews; and parents,
Luther and Wilma Hackney.

Services were Sunday,
Dec. 31 at Gilbert Funeral
Home in Marion. Burial was
at Caldwell Springs Ceme-
tery.  

Area
Deaths

Each January, The Crittenden Press re-
members those we lost in the previous
year. Following are the names, ages and
date of  death of  those whose obituaries
appeared in our newspaper:

Otis L. Millikan, 84, Jan. 4
Bettie Cannon Garcia, 76, Jan. 5
Chad Micheal Lougee, 43, Jan. 6
Meta Mae Schneckloth Foley, 68, Jan. 8
Rebecca June Martin, 76, Jan. 9
Rebecca June Walton-Martin, 76, Jan. 9. 
Mary Helen Hunt, 98, Jan. 10. 
Vernetta Myers Tabor Brown, 92, Jan. 11
Kenneth Wayne Martin, 74, Jan. 12
Josh “Frank” Franklin, 28, Jan. 16
David Neil Koons, 72, Jan. 16
Garnett T. Funkhouser, 77, Jan. 18
Steven R. Spillman, 59, Jan. 17.  
Judith A. Clark, 73, Jan. 17
Bettie Sue Stucker, 82, Jan. 21. 
Denny Davenport, 60, Jan. 21
David John Lee, 67, Jan. 24
Thomas A. Chandler, 70, Jan. 24
Louis Clifton Bell, 77, Jan. 29. 
Sarah Margaret Cloyd, 89, Jan. 29
Oma Evelyn Hamilton, 99, Jan. 30
James Martin “Marty” Berry Jr., 54, Jan. 30. 

Buddy Edward Hill, 76, Feb. 1
James Arnold Redd, 59, Feb. 2
Patti Nelson, 60, Feb. 3
Phyllis Ann DeOre, 72, Feb. 3
Elvis Franklin Fraliex, 69, Feb. 4. 
Carolyn Gail Hodge, 76, Feb. 4
Jeremy Ryan Cummings, 33, Feb. 5. 
Margaret Christine Chittenden, 89, Feb. 7
James Roy Tramble, 75, Feb. 8
Judith Ann Hice, 73, Feb. 8
Mary “Johnnie” Shewmaker, 88, Feb. 10
Reba Nell Kersey, 79, Feb. 10
Aaron Edward Nolan, 34, Feb. 14
Douglas W. “Okey-Doke” Coleman, 63, Feb. 14
Marcella Loveless Mathis, 78, Feb. 15
Mary Helen Marvel, 89, Feb. 15
Marcella Rose Hopkins, 62, Feb. 17
Robert “Robby” Butts, 28, Feb. 20
“Jacquie” Lawson Williams, 78, Feb. 24

Frankie Mae Croft, 92, Feb. 28
Gregory Gerald Brantley, 59, Feb. 28

Peggy Jean Harris, 69, March 1
Grace Evelyn Roberts 83, March 1
Donna Lemon, 65, March 3
Clinton Phillip Bigwood, 77, March 3
Kenneth Orval Drury, 64, March 6
Wilburn Taylor “W.T.” Collins, 92, March 6. 
Maurice A. Woodall, 67, March 7
Joyce A. Dunkerson McMican, 77, March 10
Logan Tosh Bingham, 20, March 12
Mary June Jennings, 77, March 14
Rosa Davidson Vaughn, 86, March 18
Dorothy Hughes Endsley, 65, March 19
Timothy R. Downing, 36, March 21
Martha Henshaw Smith, 82, March 22
Edwin White, 80, March 22
Izabella D. Workman, 19 months, March 23
Mildred Lavan Jones, 94, March 25. 
Louise (Agent) Reed, 84, March 25
Connie D. Cosby Chittenden, 55, March 26
Dorothy Helen Massey, 64, March 29

Ollie D. Hearell, 94, April 1
Thomas Edward "Tom" Teer, 81, April 2
Sarah Evelyn Rorer, 86, April 2
Jerome Albert Deore, 78, April 2
Perry Blaine “Peewee” Harris, 61, April 2
Dennis "Ted" Perryman, 66, April 2
David Murray Thompson, 65, April 3
Mary LaDone James, 55, April 5
Juanita Ruth (George) Fraley, 81, April 7
Glenn Cox, 74, April 7
Debora Roudebush, 63, April 10
Mildred Josephine Cullen, 98, April 14
Charles H. Hicklin, 65, April 14
John Collyer, 71, April 16
Janice J. Pritchett, 70, April 17
Atler Bunk Perryman, 7 months, April 19
Elsie Cosbey, 91, April 20
Billy G. Vinson, 82, April 21
Audrey R. LaBuda, 82, April 24. 
Linda “Jo” Nelson, 72, April 25
Barbara Rose Stewart, 56, April 25
James Doyle Conyer, 77, April 29.  
Louise Hunter Slaughter, 89, April 30
Martha “Momfeather” Erickson, April 2017 

Anna N. Nation, 93, May 2
Stella E. Cullen Rudolph, 94, May 6
Will Joe Tosh, 87, May 7
Roy Vernon Gahagen, 90, May 12
Herbert James “Bud” Boone, 84, May 14
Shirley Ann Lewis, 74, May 16
Zachary Allen Gentry, 28, May 18
Billy W. Martin, 89, May 18. 
Sharon Ann LeVan McDaniel, 70, May 18
Virginia E. Fralick, 84, May 22
Ina Marie Conditt, 84, May 22
Leo Daniel Asher, 96, May 23
Charlies “Runt” Johnson, 88, May 23. 
Robert Carl Cruce, 72, May 28
Bettie Lou Mullersman, 85, May 29
Lisa Ann Atwood Pace, 51, May 29
G.V.  Dunkerson Sr., 86, May 30

Nancy Brewer, 71, June 1
Charles Edward Babb, 76, June 4
Helen Springs, 99, June 5
Harry Lee “Squeaky” Cowan, 74, June 6
Jerry Glen Agent, 78, June 8
Theresa Jane Meadors, 57, June 12
Minos Cox, 95, June 12
Joann Belt, 75, June 13.  
Ann Gretchen Stahr Newcom, 52, June 15. 
Harold “Tommy” Brown, 76, June 15
Ritchie Steve Roberts Jr., 67, June 16
Carolyn S. Bealmear Rhodemyer, 93, June 17
Daniel Eugene “Poo” Rushing, 56, June 19
Johnie Richard Young, 81, June 20
Billy Gene Shore, 77, June 24
Lawrence T. “Shell” Marshall, 93, June 24
Launa Cox, 92, June 28
Capt. Garland Shewmaker, 83, June 30
Trice C. McDonald, 83, June 30
Sandra Kay Little, 77, June 30
Patricia L. Barkley, 72, June 30

Rachel P. Millikan, 31, July 10
Laura Ann Conrad, 64, July 10
Glenn Roscoe Samuel, 67, July 11
Reese Ainsley Haney, unknown, July 15
Kimberly Cosby, 50, July 16
Vestel Murray, 79, July 16
Thomas Allen Jones, 71, July 17
Thomas Allen Jones, 71, July 17

Opal Ethel Pigg, 92, July 19
Frankie Quertermous, 82, July 21
Ruth Slayden Chittenden, unknown, July 21
Joseph David “Joe” Jackson, 50, July 25
Verna Louise Robinson, 88, July 25
Brenda Kay Cooper, 64, July 26

Charlotte “Candy” Ellen Ordway, 85, Aug. 1
Franklin G. Croft, 80, Aug. 2
Robbie Maxine Tabor, 82, Aug. 6. 
James Elmer Perry, 87, Aug. 7
Lois Phillips, 84, Aug. 8
Beverly Jewell (Wilson) Johnson, 82, Aug. 9
Donna Jo Jones, 55, Aug. 12
James Harold Walker, 82, Aug. 18
Sherry Ann Kinnin, 63, Aug. 23
Mary “Jeannie” Hamilton, 61, Aug. 23.  
Jonas J. Yoder Jr., 74, Aug. 26

Gloria Allen, 70, Sept. 1
Benjamin Kyle Ramage, 37, Sept. 4
Elmer J. Yoder, 85, Sept. 10
Blonda Clement Minner, 98, Sept. 10
Donna Jo Moore, 60, Sept. 13
Francis D. “Frank” Pierce Jr., 79, Sept. 13
Betty Sue Lloyd Denton, 86, Sept. 14
Evalyn Carter, 77, Sept. 15
Donald G. Thomas, 82, Sept. 15
Mabel Agnes Harris Cullen, 98, Sept. 18
Floya Marie Elam, 79, Sept. 18
Harry Charles Black, 75, Sept. 18
Linda Sue Padon, 74, Sept. 20
Kenneth Glenn Underdown, 74, Sept. 20
Dr. Charles S. “Stan” Hoover, 74, Sept. 24
Larry Allen Easley, 78, Sept. 27
William Veachel Starr, 98, Sept. 27
Jerry Wayne McConnell, 80, Sept. 30

Agnes Irene Watson Myers, 77, Oct. 3
Veda M. Syers, 89, Oct. 4
Nelda Elfa Sisco, 79, Oct. 4
Clarice Coleman, 76, Oct. 5
Harry Walker Gass, 90 Oct. 9
Patsy Jean Locke Tabor, 73, Oct. 9
Charles W. Rushing, Sr., 79, Oct. 11
Charles W. Rushing, Sr., 79, Oct. 11
Jeanette Ann Jones, 76, Oct. 13
Helen M. Hunt, 83, Oct. 23
Barbara Taylor Roberts, 81, Oct. 23
Anita Faye Holland, unknown, Oct. 24
Duane Anthony Fletcher, 58, Oct.  25
Robin Dee (Haire) Sherill, 63, Oct. 25
James "Jim" Morse, 70, Oct. 25
Duane Anthony Fletcher, 58, Oct.  25
Kenneth R. "Kenny" Malcom, 77, Oct. 26
Dennis C. Brown, 65, Oct. 29
MaKaela Joyce Franklin, 26, Oct. 30

Benjamin "B.F." Allen Sr., 80, Nov. 4
Robert Vernon DeBoe, 80, Nov. 5
Doris Edna Williams, 75, Nov. 6 
Brittany Nicole Stone, 27, Nov. 6
Harold “Red” Hardin, 84, Nov. 6
B. Michael Laughlin, 73, Nov. 7
Ann Lonette Dunning Watson, 59, Nov. 7
Wausecka Mae Newcom Fitzgerald, 92, Nov. 11
Frances Louise Kirk, 88, Nov. 12. 
Lilianna McConnell, 22 months, Nov. 15
Ernestine Earls, 83, Nov. 18
Carmen Emery Butler, 90, Nov. 23
David Alton “Speedy” Belt, 54, Nov. 23
Dr. Blanton Osborne Croft, 84, Nov. 26
Marvin Hunt, 83, Nov. 27. 
Calep Hackney, 28, Nov. 28. 
James Robert Cole, 80, Nov. 28

Donald L. Lynn, 72, Dec. 5
Linda Sue Langdon Pace, 64, Dec. 5. 
Lena Sue Mills, 73, Dec. 6
Rudell “Rudy” Wayne Kitchens, 75, Dec. 7
Linda Sue Dickerson, 75, Dec. 11
Carolyn G. Hinchee, 77, Dec. 13
John O. Wood, 78, Dec. 13
Ben W. Jent, 75, Dec. 13
Marie Barnes, 93, Dec. 14
Tony Ray Myers, 56, Dec. 14
William Edward Riley, 54, Dec. 15
Dillard Curtis, 88, Dec. 17
Mary C. "Dolly" James, 84, Dec. 17
Katie L. Atwell, 72, Dec. 21
Mildred E. Stone, 84, Dec. 21
Martha Ann Broach, 52, Dec. 22
David Keith Millikan, 49, Dec. 23
Bonnie Mae Swinford, 73, Dec. 23
Tommy Gaston Sr., 62, Dec. 23
David N. Maclin, 61, Dec. 24
Robert E. Hill, 78, Dec. 25
Daphne L. Reynolds, 78, Dec. 26
Dale Lee Guess, 68, Dec. 27
Reba Mae Riley, 85, Dec. 28

Roll Call of Those We Lost in 2017
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Carryout & Delivery
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1628 US 60 East
Just Outside City Limits

Tommy Gaston
L.B. and Merril Gaston of
Marion announce the death of
their son, Tommy Barton Gas-
ton Sr, 62, of St. Peters, Mo.
Gaston passed away Dec. 23,
2017 at his home. He was born
Jan. 30, 1955 in Murray. He
graduated from Crittenden
County High School in 1972
and attended Murray State
University. He was married to
Michelle Gaston in 1984 and
together they had three chil-
dren, Tommy Jr., Jacob and
Nicole. 
Mr. Gaston was a paint spe-
cialist and store manager for
Brod-Dugan & Sherwin-
Williams. In his spare time, he
enjoyed wood work and was
an avid hunter and fisherman.
He is also survived by a sis-
ter, Rita.
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STAFF REPORT
With winter break over for

Crittenden County students,
Superintendent Vince Clark
says district and school
leaders are prepared for po-
tential snow days to ensure
learning continues even
when school can’t.

“This is the second year
we have instituted our non-
traditional instruction (NTI)
days,” said Clark. “A Rocket
Way Snow Day allows stu-
dents to continue working
on familiar concepts and in-
struction even when we can’t
hold school due to weather

or illness.”
Clark said the district has

10 NTI days at its disposal,
but he does not plan to use
all of them. 

“We know the best place
for learning is in the class-
room,” he said, “where our
teachers are facilitating in-
struction and guiding stu-
dents through questioning
and engagement. Depending
on the severity of the winter
season, we will make a
sound judgment as to when
to activate a Rocket Way
Snow Day, but it is our de-
sire that the usage of these

is kept at a minimum.”
Last year, the district

used only two NTI days, due
to a mild winter. One was
weather-related, while the
other was used due to wide-
spread absences associated
with the flu and other ill-
nesses that struck the
schools. 

A rash of illnesses to close
out 2017 was not enough to
call off school for recovery.
While all three schools saw
dips in their attendance the
last two weeks of the first se-
mester, Clark said the dis-
trict attendance stayed

above 89 percent, leading to
the decision to stay the
course and close schools for
the winter break on Dec. 20.

“Attendance is monitored
closely,” said Clark. “It’s our
hope that the break (gave)
our students and their fami-
lies time to get over some of
these viruses that have
plagued our buildings.”

To prepare for potential
NTI days, students at both
Crittenden County Elemen-
tary and Crittenden County
Middle schools were sent
home with snow day packets
on their final day before

break. The packets contain
instructions for completion,
along with needed re-
sources, in the event a
Rocket Way Snow Day is is-
sued. 

Meantime, high school
students have snow day
work downloaded on their
district-provided Chrome-
books. Day users at CCHS
were provided packets. 

Parents will be notified of
an NTI day via the district’s
One Call system.

Schools prepare for NTI snow daysFlu hits area
early, hard

A widespread outbreak of
influenza has affected
countless Crittenden County
families during recent
weeks. 

Nurse practitioner Lee
Anna Boone at Family Prac-
tice Clinic said most individ-
uals testing positive for the
flu did not receive the flu
vaccine. Most common
complaints are fever over
101 degrees, body aches,
chills and coughing.

Boone said this late-De-
cember outbreak came at a
different time of year than in
recent memory. 

“Flu season is primarily
October through May, and
the past few years we have
had a late early spring flu
season,” said Boone.

She said the presence of
the flu virus among so many
families seems to be more
severe this year. Boone said
that could be attributed to
two things – the early arrival
of the typical flu season or
the  fact that more families
have been together during
Thanksgiving through New
Year’s holidays and there-
fore sharing the virus.

Medical professionals
encourage frequent hand
washing to keep flu germs at
bay.

Wyatt named
branch manager

A Caldwell County native
has been named manager
of the Peoples Bank’s Mar-
ion branch.

J e f f r e y
Wyatt, who
will also work
in the Marion
Sales Cen-
ter, is a grad-
uate of
Murray State
U n i v e r s i t y
with a de-
gree in busi-
ness.

Bank president and CEO
Terry L. Bunnell said Wyatt
has many years experience
in the semi-conductor busi-
ness and agriculture.

“He brings a strong busi-
ness background and cus-
tomer service experiences
to the bank,” Bunnell said.
“His energy and enthusiasm
are positive attributes that
will benefit the bank as we
continue to grow our pres-
ence in the Marion market.”

Wyatt

Kentucky workplaces safer than ever
Kentucky is a safer place

to work than ever before.
Officials from the Ken-

tucky Labor Cabinet late last
month hailed recent reports
by the federal government
that show the lowest rate of
nonfatal incidents recorded
in the Commonwealth’s his-
tory.  

According to the latest
data from the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics (BLS), Ken-
tucky’s rate of recordable
nonfatal occupational in-
juries and illnesses dropped
to 3.4 per 100 full-time em-

ployees in 2016 – down from
a rate of 3.7 in 2015. This
marks the lowest rate since
the federal government
began collecting this data in
1996, when Kentucky re-
ported an incident of 8.4

In addition, according to
BLS data, there were 92
work-related fatalities in
Kentucky in 2016, down
from the 99 fatalities in
2015. Work injuries involv-
ing transportation and mate-
rial moving occupations
accounted for the highest
amount of fatalities in both

2015 and 2016.  
“This achievement has

only been possible by em-
ployers and employees who
have embraced a culture of
safety in their workplace,"
said Labor Secretary Derrick
Ramsey. "These reports
clearly show that Kentucky
is moving in the right direc-
tion, but there is still much
work to be done. Our mis-
sion at the Labor Cabinet is
to prevent injuries from oc-
curring in the first place by
educating employers and
employees about workplace

safety so that the 1.9 million
men and women working in
Kentucky return home each
day safe and sound.”

According to the BLS re-
port, approximately 2.9 mil-
lion nonfatal workplace
injuries and illnesses were
reported nationally by pri-
vate industry employers in
2016 – resulting in 48,500
fewer injuries from the prior
year. This produced a na-
tional injury and illness rate
of 2.9.

Senior Menu
Crittenden County Senior Citi-

zens Center is open weekdays 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. Lunch is served at
11:30 a.m. each day and is $3 for
those 60 and older or $5 for those
under 60. Reservations are re-
quested by 9 a.m. Upcoming ac-
tivities and menu include:

– Thursday (today): Menu is
Mexican lasagna, buttered broc-
coli, garlic breadstick and Jell-O
cake..  

Friday: Menu is barbecued
chicken, macaroni and cheese,
green bean casserole, wheat bun
and baked apples with raisins.
Bingo begins at 10:30 a.m.

Monday: Menu
is ham and bean
soup, hot spiced
beets, buttered
spinach, pear
crisp and corn-
bread. Ladies ex-
ercise with Full
Body Fitness Stu-
dio begins at 9:45
a.m.

Tuesday: Menu is tomato
chicken parmesan with noodles,
cucumber salad, whole wheat roll
and peach cobbler.

Jan. 10: Menu is meat balls
with brown gravy, mashed pota-
toes, black-eyed peas, whole
grain biscuit and pears. Bingo be-
gins at 10:30 a.m.

All menu items are subject to
change based on availability.
PACS provides milk, coffee, tea
or water each day.

Aging Coordinator Jenny
Sosh is director of the center. The
center is a service of Pennyrile Al-
lied Community Services.  

Every day, the center at 210 N.
Walker St. in Marion offers bil-
liards, card games, Wii games
and the use of exercise equip-
ment. Call (270) 965-5229 for
more information.

Extension events
– Morning Glories Home-

makers will meet at 10 a.m.,
Monday at the Extension office.

– Challengers Homemakers

will meet at noon, Jan. 10 at the
Extension Annex.

– A class on using the Instant
Pot and Air Fryer will be held at
6:30 p.m., Jan. 11 at the Ed-
Tech Center.

STLP makes shelter donation
Crittenden County Elementary School’s Student Technology Leadership Program (STLP) delivered donations to the Mary
Hall Ruddiman Shelter just prior to the Christmas break. Boxes and bags filled with dog food, cat food, dog and cat toys,
cleaning supplies along with $270.54 in monetary donations were accepted by shelter volunteer Kristi Beavers (right).
Pictured front from left are Riley Kirby, Kodi Stoner, Elliot Evans, Aly Yates, Mary Rachel Stephens, (back) Kirsten Smith,
Bryan Chaney, Jonah Reddick, Logan King and Carson Yates. The STLP club sponsor is Mary Ann Winders.

STAFF REPORT
After more than 26 years

in the grocery business,
Judy Jones has retired from
Conrad's Harvest Foods. 

She began working at
Conrad's Food Store in June
1991, outlasting dozens of
other employees and seeing
a few ownership changes. 

"I'm looking forward to it,"
Jones said during a retire-
ment reception at the store
Friday, her last day. "The
customers – that's what I'm
gonna miss the most. Many
of them have become
friends." 

Several of those friends
and former co-workers
stopped by to wish her well
in retirement Friday. Peggy

Escue, who along with her
husband Larry owns the
grocery store, said Jones will
be sorely missed. 

"She's our go-to person,"
Peggy Escue said, adding
that she could count on
Jones to be in at 5 a.m. each
weekday to help open the
store. "You don't find them
like her anymore." 

No doubt, regular grocery
shoppers will also miss what
Jones brought to work every
day – a smile and friendly
voice in the checkout line.
Jones said she didn't have
many plans for retirement
other than spending more
time with a new great-grand-
baby. 

Jones bids adieu 
to grocery store

Judy Jones (right) visits with well-wisher Sherleen Dahl on her
last day at Conrad’s Harvest Foods Friday.

• RE-SANDED 
• HARDWOOD FLOORS 
• NEWLY PAINTED 
• AUDITORIUM 
• STAGE RESTORATION 
• & CURTAIN 
• BATHROOM UPGRADES

Fohs 
Hall

& ELEGANTHISTORIC

Fohs 
Hall

Marion’s most historic landmark has undergone 
major renovations to make it the premiere 

special event and reception venue in the region.

*Rental rates for 2017:
Auditorium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200
Upstairs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $125
Basement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $125
Nunn Room (parlor) . . . . . . . . . . . . $100

Wedding 
Receptions 

•••Banquets
•••Anniversary & 

Birthday Parties
•••Organizational 

Meetings

Built in 1926, Fohs Hall is 
Marion’s most recognizable landmark.

Handicap
accessible

*Does not include extra fees for set ups, food surcharges, etc.

For further information call Shyral Estes at 704-1068. 
You can also e-mail shyralestes@yahoo.com.

Ad paid for by Marion Tourism Commission
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Crittenden County’s basketball
program is hosting a fundraising
event that is sure to capture the
imagination of hoops fans. It is
billed as King of the Court and will
be a 3-on-3 battle for up to $1,000
cash. 
The event will be Saturday, Jan.

27 at Rocket Arena and no current
high school or collegiate players are
allowed. The first team to 40 will
win and advance in the single-elim-
ination tournament. 
Cost is $100 per team. Mail en-

tries to Crittenden County High
School c/o Denis Hodge, King of

the Court, 519 1/2 West Gum
Street, Marion, KY 42064. Entry
deadline is Jan. 24. 
Watch for form and rules at The-

Press.com or contact Denis Hodge
at (270) 704-0643 or
denis.hodge@Crittenden.kyschoo
ls.us.
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Los Angeles Dodgers scout Rick
Tippin has been added to the
lineup for a winter baseball clinic
scheduled for 9 a.m., until noon on
Saturday, Jan. 20 in Marion.
Tippin is a former professional

baseball player with the New York
Mets and former coach at Western
Kentucky University and Paducah
Community College. He also was a
baseball camp instructor for 17
years at the University of Ken-
tucky.

In addition to Tippin, former
major leaguer Gene Roof will be a
featured instructor and presenter
at the clinic.
Roof is currently a coach for the

Detroit Tigers.
The event is sponsored by Crit-

tenden County youth baseball. It
will be held at Crittenden County
Fairgrounds Lions Club Building,
weather permitting. If weather does
not permit, it will be moved to Crit-
tenden Elementary School gym. 

Cost will be $10 for any player or
coach. This clinic will be appropri-
ate for girls and boys from age 7 to
high school level and youth
coaches. There are discounts avail-
able for families or teams.
Players are encouraged to bring

their bats as there will be opportu-
nities for individual instruction
with Roof, Tippin and others as-
sisting with the clinic.

For more information, contact
Chris Evans at (270) 704-0435.Tippin Roof

Dodgers scout joins baseball clinic lineup

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County’s girls’ basketball

team needs to win a key Fifth District
showdown Friday at home against Lyon
County in order to remain in legitimate
contention for the regular-season’s
league crown.
Coach Shannon Hodge’s girls beat

Lyon 36-28 at Eddyville last month in a
game that wasn’t perhaps as close as the
score might indicate. Crittenden is 2-1 in
league play and Lyon is 1-2 as the sec-
ond round of the regular-season district
schedule begins this week.
Noteworthy from that game, which

could make predicting this week’s out-
come more difficult, are a couple of key
points. Crittenden’s leading scorer, senior
Madison Champion, had her worst offen-
sive production of the season. She scored
just one point in the last Lyon meeting
despite averaging 16.1 for the season.
Meanwhile, Lyon played the last en-

counter without senior Hannah Hollo-
man, who averages 10 points.
The Lyons have played better basket-

ball since losing to Crittenden. They have
won five of their last six against largely
marginal competition. 
Meantime, Crittenden hasn’t been

overly impressive, finishing 1-2 at the
Martin Tenn., Lions Club Tournament
over the holiday. Crittenden beat Mem-
phis Manassas 58-50 and lost 60-39 to
Liberty Tech of Jackson, Tenn. The
Rocket girls were showered in the tour-
nament opener by Dyer County, Tenn.,
76-27. Dyer (11-5) is one of the better

teams in western Tennessee and finished
runnerup in the tournament, losing to
Martin Westview in the title game.

Martin, Tenn. Lions Club Tournament
Crittenden 58, Manassas 50

Manassas 14 23 36 50
Crittenden Co. 18 28 41 58
MANASSAS – Milan 12, Moore 2, Scott 5,
Jones 9, Famley 22. FG 17. 3-pointers 3. FT 13-
21.
CRITTENDEN – Collins 10, Champion 20, Moss
7, Summers 8, Woodward 9, Long, Guess 4. FG
20. 3-pointers 3 (Collins 2, Champion). FT 15-
32.

Liberty Tech 60, Crittenden 50
Liberty Tech 14 27 39 60
Crittenden Co. 11 17 24 39
CRITTENDEN – Collins 6, Champion 10, Moss
3, Summers 6, Woodward 11, Duncan 3, Perry-
man, Guess. FG 14. 3-pointers 2 (Woodward,
Collins). FT 9-15.

Dyer County 76, Crittenden 27
Crittenden Co. 7 17 24 27
Dyer County 24 51 64 76
CRITTENDEN – Collins 11, Champion 6, Moss
2, Summers, Woodward 5, Long 3, Duncan,
Guess, Hayes, Perryman, Easley, Keller, Bink-
ley. FG 6. 3-pointers none. FT 15-24.
DYER – Springer 14, Akins 10, Daniels 16, King
10, Anderson 3, Pugh 5, Smith 5, Russell 5, Box
5, Watson 2. FG 23. 3-pointers 7. FT 15-22.

STAFF REPORT
When Lyon County comes to Rocket

Arena Friday night, Crittenden County will
be looking for a chance to avoid the district
cellar.
As the second round of Fifth District ac-

tion tips off this week, the Rockets and
Lyons are fighting to avoid a first-round
post-season matchup against the league’s
top seed – right now that’s Livingston Cen-
tral.
Lyon (1-9) has the worst record in the

Second Region. Its only win came last month
at home against Crittenden County. The
Lyons won that game by five, and it was very
close down the stretch after the Rockets
trailed by 16 at one point. The Rockets can
potentially force at least a tie for third place
with a victory at home this week. 
One key to winning the game for CCHS

will be controlling Lyon senior Gabe Board,
who had 30 in the last meeting and averages
17. Crittenden was able to slow him down
in the last half in that December meeting by
applying steady pressure with freshman
guard Gabe Mott.
Lyon has welcomed the return of

Matthew Brown, who sat out some games
early on, including the narrow Lyon win over
CCHS at Eddyville. Brown is a big guy,
standing about 6-foot-3, who gives the
Lyons an inside presence it lacked in early
December. He is a senior and has averaged
three points and three rebounds over the
last five games since returning to the lineup.
Crittenden County (2-8)  went 1-2 in

games over the holidays. The Rockets pulled
off certainly their biggest win of the season
just before Christmas, beating Ballard Me-
morial 71-63 on Dec. 21 at Marion. At the
time, Ballard had one of the best records in
the First Region. They have since cooled to
6-4 overall.
In holiday tournament play in Tennessee,

Crittenden lost to Stewart County, Tenn.,
and Cheatham County, Tenn. Neither game
was close.
For the Rockets, senior Logan Belt and

junior Sawyer Towery have emerged as the
top offensive producers. They average a
dozen points apiece. Freshman center Pre-
ston Turley is scoring nine a game and get-

ting a team-high seven rebounds.
Mott has been a big scorer lately, raising

his averaged to just below double digits.

Crittenden 71, Ballard Memorial 63
Crittenden 20 38 51 71
Ballard 10 19 41 63
CRITTENDEN – Towery 11, Mott 17, Belt 21,
Steele, Turley 10, S.O’Leary, Winders 2, T.Boone 2,
H.Boone 8. FG 22. 3-pointers 7 (Towery 3, Belt 2,
H.Boone 2). FT 20-28.
BALLARD – Marinelli, Grogan 8, Griffin 13, Chan-
dler 15, Jones 1, Donlow 2, Heard 24. FG 25. 3-
pointers 1. FT 12-27.

Stewart County 74, Crittenden 36
Crittenden 13 19 28 36
Stewart Co. 10 36 53 74

CRITTENDEN - Mott 8, Belt 7, Turley 11, T.Boone 3,
H.Boone, E.O’Leary, S.O’Leary, Winders 2, Carlson
2, Steele 3. FG 14. 3-pointers 2 (Belt, Steele). FT 6-
12.
STEWART – Summers 2, McElroy 5, Kyle 17, Rose
23, Cooke 3, Bramlett 16, Nolan 2, Dennis 3, Tilson
2, Beecham 1. FG 27. 3-pointers 10. FT 10-12.

Cheatham Co. 61, Crittenden 45
Crittenden Co. 9 21 31 45
Cheathem Co. 15 31 49 61
CRITTENDEN – Mott 12, Belt 8, T.Boone 2, Turley
12, H.Boone 2, E.O’Leary 3, Winders 2, S.O’Leary,
Carlson 2, Steele 2. FG 18. 3-pointers 2 (E.O’Leary,
Turley). FT 11-21.
CHEATHAM – Caldwell, Martin 2, Mayberry 7, Bink-
ley 2, Gill 11, Carters 14, Fletcher 10, Lee 9, Barber
6. FG 23. 3-pointers 8. FT 7-11.

District Standings
5th District Basketball

Boys
Team Overall District
Livingston Central 9-6 3-0
Trigg County 6-5 2-1
Lyon County 1-9 1-2
Crittenden County 2-8 0-3

Girls
Livingston Central 8-7 3-0
Crittenden County 6-6 2-1
Lyon County 8-3 1-2
Trigg County 5-7 0-3

Upcoming Games
Friday
CCHS hosts Lyon County, DH
Saturday
Rockets at Community Christian
Lady Rockets at Paducah Tilghman
Tuesday
Rockets at Dawson Springs
Lady Rockets host Dawson Springs

Dossett All State
Crittenden County

High School junior
Ethan Dossett was
selected as a Ken-
tucky All State Honor-
able Mention football
player. Dossett fin-
ished the season as
the state’s No. 6 re-
ceiver with 70
catches for 1,273
yards and 13 touchdowns. He led all re-
ceivers in Class A.

Sindelar is bowl MVP
Princeton’s Elijah

Sindelar turned in an
MVP performance in
the Foster Farms
Bowl last week, lead-
ing his Purdue Boiler-
makers to a 38-35
victory over Arizona.
Sindelar had 33 com-
pletions, 396 passing
yards and four touchdown passes. All of
it came on a torn ACL that required knee
surgery a few days later. His coaches re-
vealed only after the bowl win that Sin-
delar had been playing on a bad knee.
Most local football fans remember Sin-
delar as a four-year QB at Caldwell
County. He was named the Foster
Farms Bowl Offensive MVP.

Hunting Seasons
Bow Deer/Turkey Sept. 2 - Jan. 15
Raccoon Hunt Oct. 1 - Feb. 28
Fox Nov. 13 - Feb. 28
Squirrel Nov. 13 - Feb. 28
Rabbit Nov. 13 - Feb. 10
Raccoon Trap Nov. 13 - Feb. 28
Quail Nov. 13 - Feb. 10
Canada Goose Nov. 23 - Feb. 15
Bobcat Nov. 25  - Feb. 28
Duck Dec. 4 - Jan. 28
Dove Dec. 23 - Jan. 14
Free Youth Deer Dec. 30 - Dec. 31
Youth Waterfowl Feb. 3 - Feb. 4
Coyote Year Round
Coyote Nighttime Feb. 1 - May 31

Umpires wanted
The Second Region Pennyrile Umpires

Association is looking for umpires for the
2018 season. Anyone interested should
email area coordinator Matt Bell at
matt.bell@webster.kyschools.us or call
(270) 871-6956 for more information and
to learn about pay and qualifications.

Sheila Truitt of Marion bagged this nice
buck during the November rifle season. It
was a non-typical 18-pointer that weighed
223 pounds.

Players wanted for 3-on-3 basketball 

Crittenden’s Madison Champion is averaging over
16 points a game, but had just one the last time the
Lady Rockets played Lyon County.

District showdown Friday at Marion

Freshman Gabe Mott drew the assignment of guarding Lyon’s top scorer during the second
half of their meeting last month in Eddyville. Board had eight field goals in the first half, but
just two in the last half as he finished with 30 pionts.

Lady Rockets need
another W vs. Lyon



Making a move to Lexing-
ton to work for WKYT-TV
was an easy decision for
sports anchor Kai-
ley Mizelle.

“I think it is a
great sports town
with Kentucky
football, and of
course Kentucky
basketball, along
with high school
sports, horse rac-
ing. It’s really a
central location to
a lot of great sports
teams and things,
and the fans are so
passionate about
sports,” said
Mizelle. “So I at
least kind of knew
what I was getting
into when I came
here.”

She was happy to join a
sports team that included
Brian Millam and Lee K.
Howard. She did not know
Howard but had worked for
the same TV station in Lub-
bock, Texas, where he once
worked and knew about him.

“I knew I was joining the
ranks of some really good
sports minds,” Mizelle said.

She also knew anchor
Rob Bromley was retiring
after 40 years at the station.

“We only got to
work together for a
month but I was so
excited to spend that
time with him,”
Mizelle said. “You are
never going to replace
a guy like Rob. Never
come into that think-
ing you are that re-
placement. No one is
going to place Rob. He was
very unique in the way he
was sportscaster as we all
are.

“When you go to a station
where this person is kind of
a legend in sportscasting,
you don’t try to replace
them. Just try to be yourself.
The best advice I got when I
was younger was not to be
someone else. Just be your-
self. The viewer tunes in to
watch you and the contacts
you provide. If you try to be
someone else, you are not
giving the viewer what he or
she is looking for, which is
you and your personality. I
am just excited to show my
personality and be myself
and hope the viewers enjoy.”

Mizelle is from Winter
Haven, Fla., and had an
older brother and a younger
brother. She says she was
just “one of the guys” playing
sports with them growing up
a “tomboy” because of the
family’s love for sports.

“In high school I was a
cheerleader. But we actually
paid attention to the game of
football. When we cheered,
we were not just rally troop-
ers. We were really athletic,
too. We trained with the
women’s basketball team,
and they won the state
championship two of the
four years I was in high
school,” she said. “I played
soccer and different things
when I was young. I was
around baseball the most of
all the sports because my lit-
tle brother played college
baseball and my dad
coached him until he was in
high school.”

Mizelle loves baseball and
has worked or covered sev-
eral minor league teams.
Several major league teams

had spring training near
Winter Haven and she
laughs as she recalls times

her dad would
sneak her out of
school early to take
her to a spring
training game.

“He taught me
the game. We
would sit in the
outfield eating hot-
dogs and he would
tell me everything
and that’s where
my love for the
game comes from,”
Mizelle said. “I am
passionate about
baseball. I met my
husband working
for a baseball
team.”

Her mother was
a drama teacher with an
English background when
she switched to teaching
high school journalism and
taking over the TV produc-
tion program at the school.
Mizelle liked what her mom
was doing and eventually an-
chored her own middle
school and high school news
show. She even won awards
for some of the newscasts.

“My teachers always said I
could talk, so I thought why
not make a career out of

doing that. There is a
lot more to being a TV
anchor than just talk-
ing, but that’s how I
got started. I have
been editing video
since I was 11 years
old,” she said.

She also learned
another valuable les-
son at an early age —

no story is too small to tell.
That’s why she says inter-
viewing coach John Calipari
or a T-ball player both de-
mand the same respect and
treatment.

“Everybody has a story
and I am passionate about
telling different stories,” she
said. “Sports is about telling
stories. The reason people
enjoy things is the story.
Sports is more than just the
score. It’s about a story, the
players, the coaches and
what they went through to
get where they are going.”

She hopes that passion
comes through to WKYT-TV
viewers. She doesn’t pretend
to be Erin Andrews or Sam
Ponder, two successful na-
tional sports personalities.
She’s just Kailey Mizelle.

“I put a lot of personality
into my sports. When I am
on air, I am myself. I am not
a robot. I am just trying to be
myself and hope people enjoy
what they see,” the WKYT
anchor said.

'Out of the Blue'
There is so much to like

about “Out of the Blue,” the
documentary about Ken-
tucky’s 1997-98 champi-
onship season that is now
available on DVD.

I was lucky enough to
cover that 1998 champi-
onship team that we all
know as the “Comeback
Cats” because of the team’s
propensity for falling behind
— something it did by double
digits in the final three NCAA
Tournament wins against
Duke, Stanford and Utah.

Cameron Mills, a player
on the 1996 and 1998 UK
championship teams, and
Dick Gabriel, a veteran UK
journalist who is a producer

at WKYT, did a terrific job
showing the heart and char-
acter of the team and coach
Tubby Smith with this docu-
mentary.

This was a team few ex-
pected to win the title like
UK had won in 1996 or just
missed in 1997 — both
under Rick Pitino. This
1997-98 UK team didn’t
overwhelm foes with talent
and first-year coach Tubby
Smith had to live in Pitino’s
shadow.

That’s why “Out of the
Blue” was picked for the doc-
umentary’s name because
many felt that’s where UK
came from after a Feb. 14th
home loss to Ole Miss to win
the title. But Scott Padgett
explained it even better.

“We were the group of the
left behinds,” Padgett, now
the head coach at Samford,
said. “If we had been those
other guys (on the previous
two UK teams), we would
have already been gone (to
the NBA).”

The 1996 championship
team was overloaded with
talent. The 1997 team that
lost to Arizona in the title
game also had big names.
But the 1998 champions
had a team that learned how
to play together and cared
about winning more than
anything else.

“That’s almost what we
called it … The Left Be-
hinds,” Mills said about the
documentary’s title

Left behind or not, that
1997-98 team has a special
place in Kentucky basketball
history and this documen-
tary is only going to make
that even more obvious to
fans of all ages.

Michigan recruiting
Kentucky recruiting coor-

dinator Vince Marrow says
2019 is going to be a “strong”
recruiting year in Michigan
and he hopes adding Michi-
gan prep standouts Marquan
McCall and Deandre Square
to this year's recruiting class
will help UK reach into the
state for more players next
season.

McCall, a two-way line-
man in high school who
hopes to play defense at UK,
wants the same thing.

“Hopefully they see Ken-
tucky is not just a basketball
school but also a football
school, too, and kids will
want to commit and come
down,” McCall said. “There
are a lot of great players here
in Michigan, including a lot
that people don’t even know
about.”

Kentucky signed 20 play-
ers. McCall doesn’t know
many of his future team-
mates personally but he
knows enough about Square.

“That’s my boy. He is a
great player. He’s going to
play wonderful,” McCall said.
“If you need somebody to get
on you, he could do it.”

Marrow credited UK sec-
ondary coach Steve
Clinkscale for UK’s recruiting
success in Michigan this
year.

“Before we hired Clink, I
had Ohio, Pennsylvania and
Detroit because Detroit was
close to where I went to
school at Toledo. I coached
there,” Marrow said. “I knew
when we got Clink, he did a
good job when he was at Illi-
nois and Cincinnati. We got
some good players out of
there (Michigan) and I think
we are going to stay there.”

Volleyball
Just when coach Craig

Skinner thought the Ken-

tucky volleyball team
couldn’t do anything else to
surprise him, it did. The
team finished the first se-
mester with a 3.62 grade-
point average, the highest of
any of the 20 athletic teams
at Kentucky.

High grade-point averages
are not new for the volleyball
team. Skinner says his team
typically has between a 3.3
and 3.4 GPA and once got to
3.6.

“I was really excited to be
the best in the (athletics) de-
partment. That was the first
time that has happened,”
Skinner said. “It’s not some-
thing you sit down and shoot
for, but it’s a huge honor.
You certainly don’t recruit
kids based on GPA. You re-
cruit based on character,
work ethic. You do want to
see that they care what their
career will be about after vol-
leyball.”

The team had terrific
competition for playing time
this season because of the
depth of talent Skinner
amassed. He doesn’t think
that competition carries over
to academics.

“I don’t think they know
what each other gets grade-
wise,” Skinner said. “We
don’t encourage them to
compete against each other
in the classroom. We just en-
courage them about how to
be better each semester.”

Skinner knows he’s a bit
spoiled by having four or five
athletes per semester have
perfect 4.0 grade-point aver-
ages. He does use that as a
recruiting advantage. He
makes sure that academic
advisor Amy Craiglow meets
recruits and their families on

campus visits. The team GPA
is an “important” piece of the
recruiting process.

“I am just so proud of
what our team did academi-
cally,” Skinner said. “It says
so much about our program
and the way we try to do
things. Sure, we want to win
and win a national champi-
onship. But we also want to
prepare our players for ca-
reers after they leave us and
this shows we are doing
that.”

Skinner was not surprised
Nebraska, the team that beat
UK in the Eight Eight, won
the national title over
Florida, the team UK shared
the SEC championship with
this year.

“I felt Nebraska was the
best in the regionals and
they really took Florida out
of what they wanted to do,”
Skinner said. “I felt we could
compete with any team in
the country, and we showed

that.”
His team starts offseason

workouts next week and re-
turns a solid nucleus for
next year.

“We got a lot of talent and
competitive kids back and
great pieces coming in,”
Skinner said. “Getting the
pieces to match up and what
type system want to run so
you start playing your best
at the end of November is
what we have to figure out.”

Quote of the Week
“He hasn’t been with us

too much but that kid is a
stud. He’s in the training
room, he’s up here more
than most of the guys here
trying to get that extra work
in,” Kentucky quarterback
Stephen Johnson on fresh-
man quarterback Walker
Wood and his effort to get
healthy enough to get on the
practice field.
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Above, Kentucky 
volleyball coach Craig

Skinner is proud that his
team had the highest GPA
of any team at UK this se-
mester. At right, Marquan

McCall hopes more players
in Michigan do what he did

and come to Kentucky to
play football.

Sports anchor Mizelle plans to be her self on air
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STAFF REPORT

With a new year underway,
the Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet (KyTC) urges travelers
to add an important task to
their to-do lists to stay safe on
the road: check for unrepaired
vehicle recalls.

By visiting CheckToPro-
tect.org, drivers can conduct a
free search for open recalls on
their specific car using their
Vehicle Identification Number
(VIN). A search using the vehi-
cle’s year, make and model
yields a list of potential open
recalls. Authorized dealers will
repair recalls for free.

According to state officials,
25 percent of vehicles in Ken-
tucky have unrepaired recalls.

Kentucky is the first state
to partner with the National
Safety Council to bring aware-
ness to motorists about Check
to Protect, a national cam-
paign to encourage drivers to
search the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration’s
(NHTSA) open recall database.
The campaign launched in
June. KyTC said in a news re-
lease it wants to see those
numbers increase in Ken-
tucky, the state with the
eighth-highest open recall rate

in the nation.
“Of the 4 million registered

vehicles on Kentucky road-
ways, one in four has recall
repairs that need to be ad-
dressed,” said John-Mark
Hack, commissioner of the
Kentucky Department of Ve-
hicle Regulation. “Unfortu-
nately, there’s no warning
light on a dashboard alerting
drivers of recalls. Our efforts
are important in encouraging
drivers to take the initiative to
check if the vehicle they use
daily requires a free repair.”

In under two minutes, mo-
torists can enter their VIN on-
line at CheckToProtect.org for
a full report on the recall sta-
tus of their vehicle. The 17-
digit VIN can be found in the
lower left corner of a car’s
windshield, on the inside of
the driver-side door or on a ve-
hicle’s registration card and
possibly on insurance docu-
ments. If a recall is identified
for the vehicle, drivers can call
their local dealer to schedule
a free repair.

Neglecting recalls could
lead to costly vehicle damage
and can jeopardize the safety
of motorists on the road, the
news release said.

1 in 4 Ky. vehicle recalls
ignored, costing drivers
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automotive
1999 GMC SLT 4x4. Tires 
have only 4K miles. (270) 988-
2983. (2tp25)

services
EXPERIENCED CAREGIV-
ER available to help with your 
loved one. Will do sitting, 
light housework, transport to 
appointments and prepare 
meals. 10 years experiences, 
references available. Call Di-
ane Workman (270) 704-0739. 
(1tp-48)
T&A FLOORING Service. 
Flooring and handyman. Car-
pet, vinyl, ceramic installation 
and repair. 25 years experi-
ence, references available. 
(270) 704-6982. (12t-28-p)
GET ACCESS to online back 
issues of The Crittenden Press 
dating back to 2008 and a 
month of new issues for just 
$2.95. Visit us online at https://
goo.gl/SxZnn8 and use your 
PayPal account to subscribe. 
Call our office at (270) 965-
3191 for more details. (tfc)
ADVERTISE your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auction etc. 
in this newspaper plus 85 other 
Kentucky newspapers including 
The Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), The 
Sturgis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Providence) 
Journal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The Hender-
son Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madisonville) 
Messenger and for only $250. 
Save time and money by mak-
ing one call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the classified 
department at (270) 965-3191 
or email us at advertising@the-
press.com. (tfc)

agriculture
LEASING CROP  ground for 
2017 and 2018. Call (270) 
625-6622. (19t-31-p)
MIXED GRASS HAY. Outside 
hay $25. Inside hay $30. Call 
Paul Ingram (270) 965-2095. 
(2tp26)

for rent
SMALL HOUSE, large yard, 
1 mile outside Marion. Wood 
floors, refrigerator and stove 
included, washer/dryer hook-
up. (270) 969-1126. (1t-26-c)jd
2 BR, 1 bath central h/a, stove, 
refrigerator, $400/month plus 
deposit. (270) 704-3234. (24-

tfc)
1 BR EFFICIENCY apartment, 
all utilities, stove, refrigerator. 
$325/mo. plus deposit. (270) 
704-3234. (je-tfc)

real estate
FOR SALE, remodeled interi-
or, 3 BR, half basement, wash-
er/dryer hookup, central heat/
air, country setting on 9 acres 
in Marion city limits. (270) 969-
0391. (2t-26-p)

wanted
HELP WANTED: Disabled 
male needing live-in caregiver, 
$9.50/hr. Call Brian (502) 322-
6814. (1t-26-p)
LOOKING FOR CROP land 
to lease in Crittenden and 
surrounding area. Call Roy 
Crayne (270) 625-6622 and 
leave message. (19t-31-p)
FAITH-BASED  hunting out-
fitters seeking land to lease 
in Crittenden and Caldwell 
counties. Insurance coverage 
for business and landown-
er. Call Matt (270) 704-1176. 
(25t-32-p)

employment
HELP WANTED: In Marion, 
miscellaneous carpentry work, 
25 hours per week. (270) 704-
5690. (24-tfc)
THE EARLE C. CLEMENTS 
Job Corps Academy is seek-
ing employees.  We offer a 
competitive salary, benefits 
package and advancement 
opportunities.  Full-time, part-
time, and substitute positions 
available.  MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Minority/
Female/Disabled/Veteran.  To 
view current openings and 
qualifications and to apply, 
please visit our website: www.
mtcjobs.com “Building Tomor-
row’s Futures Today.” (4t-25-p)

notice
ON DEC.. 20, 2017, Joe Myers 
Productions, Inc. filed an appli-
cation with the FCC seeking a 
construction permit for a new 
FM translator station on Chan-
nel 289 (105.7 MHz) at Marion, 
Ky. The new FM translator pro-
poses to rebroadcast the sig-
nal of WMJL(AM), 1500 kHz, 
Marion, Ky. The Translator as 
proposed will be located at 
Coordinates 37-20’16”N, 88-
4’3”W (NAD27) with a trans-
mitter output power of 0.25 
kW. (1t-26-c)

BID NOTICE: The Crittenden 
County Fiscal Court is accept-
ing sealed bids for RS-2 Oil 
delivered in bulk to the county 
road garage for 2018.  All bids 
must be submitted to the coun-
ty Judge Executive’s office by 
8:30 a.m. CST January 18, 
2018, at which time bids will 
be opened at the regular meet-
ing of the Fiscal Court. Please 
indicate the item being bid on 
the outside of the envelope.  If 
you have any questions re-
garding this bid notice contact 
the office of the Judge Exec-
utive at 270-965-5251.  The 
County reserves the right to 
accept or reject any or all bids 
in accordance with KRS 45-A. 
(2t-27-c)
BID NOTICE: The Crittenden 
County Fiscal Court is accept-
ing sealed bids for the follow-
ing lubricant products deliv-
ered to the county road garage 
for 2018.  Items include:  SAE 
15-40 that meets CAT, ECF-
3, API, CJ-4, and ACEA E9 
specs; SAE 5-20 Synthetic 
Motor Oil that meet API SN 
specs; ATF D/M GM Dexron 
IIIH, Allison C-4, and Ford 
Mercon transmission fluids; 
and 120 pound Barrel Grease 
EP-2.  All bids must be submit-
ted to the county Judge Exec-
utive’s office by 8:30 a.m. CST 
January 18, 2018, at which 
time bids will be opened at the 
regular meeting of the Fiscal 
Court. Please indicate the item 
being bid on the outside of the 
envelope.  If you have any 
questions regarding this bid 

notice contact the office of the 
Judge Executive at 270-965-
5251.  The County reserves 
the right to accept or reject any 
or all bids in accordance with 
KRS 45-A.  (2t-27-c)
INVITATION TO BID: The Crit-
tenden County Fiscal Court 
will receive sealed bids for 
the non-exclusive franchise 
agreement to provide sol-
id waste service to residen-
tial customers in the County; 
bids for service to commercial 
customers in the County; and 
bids for the operation of the 
convenience center.  All bids 
for a franchise to provide sol-
id waste service to residential 
customers must also include 
a bid for operation of the con-
venience center.  Bids shall be 
in accordance with applicable 
County Ordinances related to 
disposal of waste and include 
proposed monthly rates for 
Residential and Commercial 
customers and rates for com-
mercial recycling.  Bids shall 
also include operation of the 
local convenience center and 
bids shall alternatively include 
rates for hauling waste from 
the local convenience center 
with payment of a host fee to 
the County in the event the 
County operates the conve-
nience center.
Said franchise shall be for a 
term of one (1) year to be re-
newed each year by agree-
ment of both the Crittenden 
County Fiscal Court and the 
franchisee for a total term not 
to exceed five (5) years.
Bids shall include the follow-
ing:  proof of workers com-
pensation insurance, proof of 
one million dollars minimum 
($1,000,000.00) liability insur-
ance, both federal and state 
employers tax identification 
numbers, agreement to pro-
vide both City and County 
business license.  No bid will 
be accepted from any bidder 
that does not include these 
documents with their bid pack-
et.

Bids shall be received at the 
office of the Crittenden Coun-
ty Fiscal Court until 8:30 a.m. 
on January 18, 2018 at 107 
S. Main St., Ste. 208, Marion, 
KY 42064.  Local Ordinances 
may be obtained by contacting 
the Judge Executive’s office at 
270-965-5251. (2t-27-c)

notice
COMMONWEALTH OF

KENTUCKY
CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 

COURT
CIVIL ACTION 17-CI-00041
CALIBER HOME LOANS, 

INC., PLAINTIFF
VS.

WOMPIE STEWART
TIFFANY STEWART,

DEFENDANTS
RE-NOTICE OF SALE

By virtue of a Judgment 
and Order of Sale rendered 
by the Crittenden Circuit Court 
on the August 10, 2017, I will 
on Friday, January 12, 2018 
beginning at the hour of 10:00 
A.M. at the Courthouse door in 
the City of Marion, Crittenden 
County, Kentucky, proceed 
to offer for sale to the highest 
and best bidder the following 
described real property locat-
ed in Crittenden County, Ken-
tucky, to-wit:

Property Address: 165 Oak 
Hill Drive, Marion, KY 42064

Parcel No.: 058-30-10-
012.00

A certain lot or parcel of 
land lying and being in Marion, 
Crittenden County, Kentucky, 
and being more particularly 
described as follows:

Lot #12 of the Oak Hill 
Subdivision as reflected and 
described on a Plat of Oak Hill 
Subdivision of record in Deed 
Book 128, at page 360. 

Being the same property 
conveyed to Wompie Stewart, 
no marital status shown who 
acquired title by virtue of a 
deed from Bank of American, 
N.A., dated May 14, 2014, re-

corded May 23, 2014, at Deed 
Book 255, Page 486, Critten-
den County, Kentucky records.

Subject to all restrictions, 
conditions, covenants and to 
all legal highways and ease-
ments.

THE DESCRIPTION OF 
THE PROPERTY CONVEYED 
HEREIN WAS PROVIDED 
TO THE DRAFTSMAN BY 
THE PLAINTIFF AND THE 
DRAFTSMAN DOES NOT 
CERTIFY THE ACCURACY 
OF THE SAME NOR ANY EX-
ISTING EASEMENTS.

The current year’s property 
taxes will be paid by the pur-
chaser of the property. 

Only delinquent property 
taxes will be paid from the pro-
ceeds of the sale.

Purchaser may pay cash 
or said property will be sold 
upon payment of 10% deposit, 
wit the balance upon credit of 
30 days, the purchaser shall 
execute a good and sufficient 
bond with approved surety 
thereon for the purchase price, 
the bond to bear interest at the 
rate of twelve percent (12%) 
per annum from the date there-
of, until paid, and to have the 
force and effect of a judgment, 
but a lien shall be retained on 
said property to further secure 
the payment of the purchase 
price. At his option, the pur-
chaser may pay cash or pay 
the bond with accrued interest 
at any time before its maturi-
ty. Said sale to be made free 
and clear of any and all liens, 
claims, rights, title and interest 
of any and all parties to this 
action. The purchaser will be 
prepared to promptly comply 
with these terms or the said 
property will be immediately be 
offered again for sale.

This the 20th day of De-
cember, 2017.

Robert B. Frazer
MASTER COMMISSIONER

CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 
COURT (1t-26-p)

    The
Crittenden Press

125 E. Bellville St., P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064 • (270) 965-3191

information@the-press.com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday
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for each word over the initial 20. Run the same ad for consecutive issues 
for only $3 each week. Now, all regular classified ads are placed on our 
Web site, www.the-press.com, at no extra charge.
You can also reach more than one million readers with one call! Contact 
the classified department for more information about placing a 25-word 
classified in 70 newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The Crittenden Press Inc., to fully comply with the 
Fair Housing Act and to never knowingly publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, 
disability or family status. If you believe an advertisement published in this 
newspaper is discriminatory, please contact the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for ads on this page are within the 270 area code 
unless otherwise noted.

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that on January 10, 2018, Kentucky Utilities Company (“KU”) will file an applica-
tion with the Kentucky Public Service Commission (“Commission”), Frankfort, Kentucky, pursuant to
KRS 278.020(1), 807 KAR 5:001 Sections 14 and 15, and 807 KAR 5:011 Section 6(2)(b) seeking an
Order granting KU Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity (“CPCN”) for the full deployment of
Advanced Metering Systems (“AMS”) across its Kentucky service territory and approving its proposed
AMS Opt-Out Special Charges.  In its application, KU will notify the Commission that the changes to the
Special Charges Standard Rate tariff sheets are proposed to become effective on and after February 9,
2018; however, because KU anticipates the Commission will suspend the proposed changes in the
Special Charges tariffs to conduct an investigation of the proposed changes, KU will ask the Commission
to approve the proposed changes to be effective on June 1, 2018.

KU will propose a cost-based opt-out charge structure for customers who desire to opt out of AMS.  The
proposed charges will be new and optional; customers who do not desire to opt out of AMS will not have
to pay the charges.  The proposed opt-out charge structure will consist of a $72.71 opt-out set-up fee and
a $32.45 recurring monthly fee.

Complete copies of the proposed tariffs containing text changes and proposed rates may be obtained by
contacting Kentucky Utilities Company at 220 West Main Street, Louisville, Kentucky, 1-800-981-0600,
or visiting Kentucky Utilities Company’s website at www.lge-ku.com.

Notice is further given that a person may examine this application at the offices of Kentucky Utilities
Company, 100 Quality Street, Lexington, Kentucky, and may also be examined at Kentucky Utilities
Company’s website at www.lge-ku.com.  A person may also examine this application at the Public Ser-
vice Commission’s offices located at 211 Sower Boulevard, Frankfort, Kentucky, Monday through Friday,
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., or through the Commission’s website at http://psc.ky.gov.

Comments regarding the application may be submitted to the Public Service Commission, by mail to
Public Service Commission, Post Office Box 615, Frankfort, Kentucky 40602, or by sending an email to
the Commission’s Public Information Officer at psc.info@ky.gov.

The rates contained in this notice are the rates to be proposed by Kentucky Utilities Company, but the
Public Service Commission may order rates to be charged that differ from the proposed rates contained
in this notice.  A person may submit a timely written request for intervention to the Public Service Com-
mission, Post Office Box 615, Frankfort, Kentucky 40602, establishing the grounds for the request in-
cluding the status and interest of the party.  If the Commission does not receive a written request for
intervention within thirty (30) days of initial publication or mailing of the notice, the Commission may take
final action on the application.

Kentucky Utilities Company Public Service Commission
c/o LG&E and KU Energy LLC 211 Sower Boulevard
220 West Main Street P.O. Box 615
P.O. Box 32010 Frankfort, Kentucky 40601
Louisville, Kentucky 40232 Telephone: 502-564-3940
Telephone: 1-800-981-0600

TERRY CROFT
Concrete Products & Backhoe Service

Licensed Installer of Water Lines, Sewer Lines, 
Septic Tank Systems and Pumping Septic Tanks

We Have Top Soil
Shop - (270) 988-3313    Home - (270) 988-3856

We Also Manufacture:
Concrete Septic Tanks, 

Water and Feeder
Troughs, and More.

Storm Shelters Call Us About Our



By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

Residential trash cus-
tomers in the county could
soon be paying more for pick-
up, but elected officials may
seek a new garbage collector.

At the December regular
meeting of Crittenden Fiscal
Court, Freedom Waste Service
owner Joe Buchanan ap-
proached magistrates about
planned changes to the pricing
structure of its non-exclusive
franchise agreement with the
county. Proposed changes
would move monthly residen-
tial rates to $17.50, a $2.50
increase.

Freedom Waste is also ask-
ing the fiscal court to either
buy the company’s compactor
used at Crittenden County
Convenience Center or rent
the unit at $350 per month.
The compactor is currently of-
fered at no cost to the county.

The changes are necessary
due to a rise in the cost of

manning the solid waste col-
lection business, Buchanan
told the fiscal court.

“These rates are necessary
due to the increased costs
with workers compensation
insurance and rising costs of
employees,” he said. “It’s a
challenge to find good quality
people with a CDL.”

Rate changes would take
effect April 1. All other rates,
including commercial collec-
tion, will remain unchanged if
a new year-to-year franchise
agreement is approved by the
fiscal court. But the county
could pursue other possibili-
ties.

“I think rebidding it might
be an option,” said Magistrate
Donnetta Travis.

Under non-exclusive fran-
chise agreements, waste
haulers must abide by specific
service standards and require-
ments. The county’s agree-
ment prohibits competing
trash collectors from collecting

residential garbage, but
Judge-Executive Perry New-
com said no other commercial
haulers have shown an inter-
est in servicing Crittenden
County’s mostly rural popula-
tion.

Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom said purchasing a
new trash compactor for the
convenience center would run
about $25,000, but rebuilt
units can be found for about
$5,000.

Freedom Waste’s agree-
ment with the county ended
Dec. 31, but continues as is
until it or an agreement with
another company is renewed.
Magistrates will look at the
issue at their regular meeting
later this month.

There were a handful of
other matters taken up at last
month’s meeting.

Sheriff, clerk budgets OK’d
Magistrates OK’d both the

county clerk’s and sheriff’s

staffing budgets for 2018. 
Sheriff Wayne Agent’s was

approved for $93,000 to pay
three field deputies and one
office deputy, which is up just
a bit over last year to com-
pensate for raises.

Agent’s office is responsi-
ble for policing the county’s
almost 400 miles of rural
roads and 6,000 or so resi-
dents outside the City of Mar-
ion as well as collecting
property taxes and handling
court duties. The sheriff said
he is lucky to have deputies
dedicated to their jobs when
they can go elsewhere for
more money and better bene-
fits.

He said his field deputies
could go across the alley to
Marion Police Department to
make more and have 100 per-
cent of their insurance paid.
The county pays 75 percent of
its employees’ health insur-
ance.

To help lighten the load,
Agent is able to employ the
volunteer services of special
deputies and constables for
some law enforcement, court
duties and serving papers. 

His total budget approved
was $258,560.

Meantime, County Clerk
Carolyn Byford’s salaries and
wages were approved for
$127,000 to pay four full-time
and two part-time office
workers. The figure is $5,000
more than last year to ac-
count for raises. The overall
budget shows $1.89 million
in revenue.

Returned incentive
The fiscal court accepted

$40,000 into a special fund
set aside for economic devel-
opment. The money comes to
the county due to Siemens’
inability to maintain the re-
quired additional employ-
ment of 50 workers at its local
plant, something attached to
state assistance for 2013 con-
struction of an annex at the
South Main Street facility.
Newcom said the money is
added to $51,000 already in
the fund and can be used
only for the purposes of eco-
nomic development, such as
helping a plant add another
service or production line.

Road material bids
Annual bids were awarded

for a variety of road-related
services, including paving

and debris removal. 
Hopkinsville-based Rogers

Group submitted the only bid
for asphalt paving in the
county. Meantime, Crown
Contracting and Paving in
Princeton was awarded the
bid for chip seal. 

Rogers Group and Lafarge
Aggregates were each
awarded bids for gravel and
stone. Rogers Group main-
tains a quarry in Crittenden
County. Lafarge has quarries
in Smithland, Fredonia and
Cave In Rock, Ill.

Belt Construction was
given the bid for snow and de-
bris removal and tree cutting
along roads. Newcom said the
supplemental service to that
of the county road depart-
ment is rarely used.

FedEx reimbursement
The county received a

$900 reimbursement from
FedEx for damages to the
parking lot at Crittenden
County Detention Center in
the fall. According to New-
com, the delivery driver ig-
nored warning tape stretched
across the entrances and
drove onto freshly sealed and
striped pavement.

By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

Following the first-ever
month of operating in the
black, Crittenden County De-
tention Center income dipped
a bit in November. Total hous-
ing revenue at the jail was
$192,037 for the 11th month
of 2017, down just more than
$6,000, according to Jailer
Robbie Kirk’s monthly report

to Crittenden
Fiscal Court
on Dec. 21.

In Novem-
ber, the jail re-
turned to
operating in
the red after a
$5,000 sur-
plus in Octo-
ber, but that

had little to do with the dip in
revenue. Kirk said a large debt
payment on the 10-year-old
facility and an additional pay
day were on the books that
were absent in October. But
operating in the black is not
typical for jails, Kirk said.

“The jail should be in the
red,” the jailer explained,
adding that corrections is
simply one of the necessary
costs of criminal justice. “It’s
not a profit business.”

Despite the dip in Novem-
ber revenue, per-day income
was actually higher than in
the previous month because
October revenue was spread
across one more day – 31.

Since he took office in late
2014, Kirk said monthly rev-
enue has risen significantly.

“In three years, housing
has almost doubled for any
specific period, compara-
tively,” he said.

Federal housing dollars
were about the same as the
month prior, but state hous-
ing rose more than $10,000 to
$133,884. 

Income from Prisoner
Transport Service of America
(PTS) fell by almost $14,000 to
only $780. This comes after
an October incident where
three inmates escaped cus-
tody of the private company,
including one locally. How-
ever, the daily housing rate for
prisoners from PTS has in-
creased from $42 to $60.

Kirk has also negotiated a
higher daily housing rate for
inmates from other Kentucky
counties, moving it up $7 to
$32. 

Meantime, the state pris-
oner housing rate remains
$31.34. But CoreCivic, a pri-
vate company, has contracted
with the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Corrections to house
those same inmates for
$57.28 daily at the Lee Ad-

justment Center in Beat-
tyville.

“We provide the same
thing,” Kirk told magistrates.
“I don’t understand that.”

Kirk said any potential loss
in state inmates due to the
new private-public partner-
ship for incarcerating up to
800 offenders at the Beat-
tyville facility could be offset
by an increase in federal in-
mates, which bring in $42
daily per prisoner. And unlike
state inmates, the local jail is
not responsible for the med-
ical needs of federal prisoners.

Kirk has yet to employ
ankle monitoring for Critten-
den County inmates after the
fiscal court in the fall ap-
proved the less-expensive
home incarceration alterna-
tive for non-violent local of-
fenders. In November, the
average daily population of
local inmates was just more
than 17. That is edging closer
to a point where Kirk may

begin using the GPS-based
monitoring system.

“When it gets over 20, we’ll
start to look at it,” Kirk said.

The jailer also spoke to the
early December escape of a
local inmate while receiving
treatment at Crittenden
Health Systems after being
transported by ambulance
from the jail to the hospital.
He said inmates are typically
shackled during transport,
but for some reason, the pris-
oners was not placed in re-
straints by the deputy jailer.

“He should have been
shackled and handcuffed,”
Kirk said. “That will not hap-
pen again.”

The inmate, Ryan Parker,
had not yet been booked into
the facility after being es-
corted there from district
court proceedings. Upon ar-
riving at the jail, Parker re-
portedly fell in the floor and
had earlier said he tried to
overdose at the courthouse.
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County jail census
Each month, Crittenden County Jailer Robbie Kirk provides

the fiscal court with an inmate census and housing income re-
port from the previous month. The following data were pro-
vided at last month’s fiscal court meeting:

Inmate count as of Dec. 21
State inmates.........................................................................136
Federal inmates.......................................................................41
Other counties ...........................................................................3
Crittenden County .................................................................20
Total inmates................................................................................200
Weekenders/work release ....................................................2
Out to court.................................................................................0
Actual total inmate bed count................................................202

November housing income
State housing........................................................................$133,884.48
Housing days...................................................4,272
Daily housing rate.......................................$31.34

Federal housing .....................................................................$56,573.48
Federal transport payments .............$4,241.48
Housing days...................................................1,246
Daily housing rate......................................$42.00

Prisoner Transport Service of America...............................$780.00
Number of days....................................................13
Daily housing rate ......................................$60.00

Other county housing ...............................................................$672.00
Housing days.........................................................21
Daily housing rate......................................$32.00

Weekend/work release.............................................................$128.00
Housing days...........................................................4
Daily housing rate......................................$32.00

Total housing ................................................................$192,037.96

November Crittenden County inmate report
Housing days......................................................521
Daily housing rate ......................................$25.00
Average daily population............................17.37

Cost of Crittenden County inmates .........................$13,025.00

November jail revenue dips,
but per-day income ticks up

Kirk

Freedom Waste seeks residential rate bump
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